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Bovenber 15, 1941 EN 
Special Agent in Charge 
Washington, L. C. RE: 
` JOR KILLERS ee 
ASSISTANT dn. d N 


NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD | 
INTERNAL SECURITY, HATCH ACT / 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to your letter of oetober 3, 1941 concerning the captioned 
individual. á 


As you are aware, the Bureau has been specifically directed by Congress to 
institute investigations of Government Employees who are members of subversive 
organizations or who advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government. 


You are directed to institute immediate investigation in conformance with the 
instructions contained in Bureau Bulletin No. 35, First Series, 1941, and forward 
a complete report not later than fifteen days from the receipt of this letter. 


You are specifically instructed to fully develop complete information concerning 
the subject's connections with any subversive“ organizations including his 
present activities and relationship thereto. It ıs not desired that a detailed 
investigation concerning background and personal history be conducted, but the inquiry 
should be definitely limited to determining whether or not this individual is engaged 
in activities inimical to the best interest of this Government. 


In the preparation of the investigative report which will reflect the entire 
investigation, it should be borne in mind that copies may be furnished to other 
Government Agencies. It is therefore incumbent upon you to protect the identity 
of informants or sources of information where such action i8 considered advisable 
by your office. There should be no reference to custodial detention matters in 
this report. 


Inasmuch as this investigation is being made at the specific request of Congress 
I will not tolerate any failure to comply in every respect with the instructions 
contained in this letter. 


The Burean's files fail to reflect any additional information concerning this 
oned in your reference letter. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


CEN: GB Washington, D. C. 
101-2027 
October 30, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


RE: sonlas, Assistant Clerk, 
Natipnal Labor Relations Board 
Internal Security, Hatch Act 


Dear Sir: 


The New York Office, by letter of October 1, 1941, 
furnished names of individuals residing in Washington, D.C. who 
executed delegate cards at a convention of the rican Youth 
Coperess, which names were obtained from a highly confidential 
source. 


These names included the name of JOHN KILLENS, Age 2 ; 


430 21st Street, N.E., who represented the Te 
ASSoci Won, and that he made a contribution of $3.00 " 


t L.I. PROSISE of this office ascertained 
fro of the Personnel Section of the National b7C 
Labor Relations Board that KILLENS is an Assistant Mail and File 
Clerk in the letter and file sections of the National Labor 


C 


Relations Board, 
—— —— 


Appropriate investigation will be made by this office 
unless the Bureau should instruct to the contrary. 
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Bel bondi 


Mr. k. A, Millis 
Chairman 


National Labor helatione Joard 


Shorehan 5uilding 
Washington, D. c. 


Dear Mr. Millie: 
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As you are aware, the federal Bureau of investigation 
hae been specifically inetracted ty Congrese to investigate any 
Government mleyee who is the subject of a eemplinint coming 
within the nurview of Publio Law He, 135, 77th Congress, and to 


make a complete report of ite findings to Congress, 


In compliance with this directive an investigation 
hes bean aonducted sonserming John Oliver Zillene aad I as 
tranemitting herewith a scopy of the following ares tigs tive 


report which reflects the results of this iaquiry: 


neport of pecial Agent K. à. Clow dated March 10, 
1942 at washington, D. C. 


Inasoueh as our final report to Congress must oe 
complete ik every respect I would appreciate receiving your 
official comment ae to the ultinate disposition of this ease 
either by exoneration, dismiesal or other adminietretive 


notion. 
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Síncerely yours, 


John Mar Soover 
Director 
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- FEDERAL BUREAU: OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHINGTON FIELD FILE NO- 101-2027 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 3-10-42 ; Lar 


JOHN axe edes 


Assistant Mai 1 and Files Clerk, INTERNAL SECURITY--HATCH ACT 
National Labor Relations Board 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SYNOPSISOF FACTS: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS is employed as Assistant Mail and Files 
Clerk, National Labor Relations Board. A, confidential source 
advised his name appeared on the active indices of the.Washing~__ 
ton eos for Derocratic Action. Confidential sources 
advise he represented the Terrell Law School, Washington, D. C. 
Students Association at a convention of the American Youth 


Congress; that he resides at 3120 Thirteenth St s Ne Wey 


Washington, D. Coy eccupied alse by id to be a 
ofiicéfs in the 


t 


TCO 
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_ does not believe he is a meuber. 

loyal and not affiliated with disloyal or un-American aniza~ 
tions, Mr. KILLENS, in signed 1 5 admitted s 
former r nembership in the Washington Com ; : 
Action and A136 adm mitted acting as delegate io the American ` 
Youth Congress in days of 1941, for the National Council 3f ZE 
Law Students. Denies making any contríbution. Admita: s calle > 
that hẹ participated in meetings of the National Negréd(xx ess 


perta% = to po Ut * a 
lclal member. He advised he was yc rare 


denig san oO 
thg thess Organizations advocate the overthrow of, or A 


óyalty to the United States Government. . m 
(COPIES DESTROYED - 


13 MAY 15 1972 
Bureau letter to Washington Field Office dated November 15, 1941. 
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DETAIIS: 


I. PERSONAL HISTORY 


A. Files of the National Labor Relations Board dis- 
close the following information pertaining to lr. JOHN 
KILLENS : 


Mr. KILLENS was born in Macon, Georgia, Jenuary 14, 1916. 
He gives his legal residence also as Macon, Georgia. His 
education is listed as four years academic training at 
Ballard Normal School in Macon, Georgia and one and one-half 
years credit at Morris Brown College, Atlanta, Georgia. 


B. The personnel files further disclosed that Mr. 
KILLENS entered on duty with the National Labor Relations 
Board as messenger on April 27, 1936. His present position 
is assistant mail and files clerk, grade CAF 3, at a salary 
of $1620 per year. He has no supervisory duties. His 
former address was listed as 3120 Thirteenth Street, N. N., 
Washington, D. C. His present address is 430 Twenty-First 
Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 


II. BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 


A confidential source hereinafter designated as 
advised that the name of JOMI OLIVER KILLENS appeared on 
the active indices cf the Washington Committee for Demo- 
cratic Action. TFT 


IIl. RSC LIS OF INVESTIGATION 


further advised that Mr, JOHN KILLZN3, residing at 
430 Tenty-First Street, M. E., washington, D. Cs, attended b7C 
a comention of the American Youth Congress as & delegate 
representing the Terrell Law Students Association. A bi 
contribution of three dollars was made by lr, KILLENS 
during this meeting. known 


of the Communist Part 
sided 20 Th eenth Stree « d», dashington, 
D. C. A Communist meeting, said d vas held at this 
addre pder thedarection off land assisted Lb; 
other members of the Communist Party. t is to be pointed 


S b7C 


ut that ]nas resided at this address for several 
years and that Mr. INS resided at this " 


A confidential informant hereinafter designated p, ER 
who has a wide acquaintance among Government employees an 

members of the Communist Party, Washington, D. G., advised b2 
that inforrant had no information concerning this individual. 


A confidential informant hereinafter designated as 
who has considerable information concerning subversive groups 
in Washington, D. C., advised that the name of Mr. JOH! 
KILLENG b R. 


On January 3, 1942, the active indices of the Special 
Committee investigating Un-American Activities, Houce of 
Representatives, MARTIN DIES, Chairman, were checked by 
Special Agent F. H. GREEN of the ‘iashington Field Office 
but failed to disclose the name of JOHN OLIVER KILLENS, 


A confidential informant hereinafter designated asſ— 1 
who is & business acquaintance of Mr. KILLENS advised that 2 


Mr. KILLENS is associated rith the Communist faction in the —— 
lational vr 5 Board uid believes he is being used 7^ 
a WOOLF 3 l — eo 

vised anes VERD Ory 


Relations rosrd is. he "PE 5 ae RIEN =F he ne to 32 
be wnquestionab ither a Communist or a fellow traveler; : 
and that Mr. RIEN constantly is running Mr. KILLENS for bid 


office in the National Labo iclations Board Union... 
advised that he wculd like to bring out at this p 
Ns ir LL ie i iei, that : 
belief that. o Q — i Party Platf f grms (Was 
Racial Equality for Negroes. Having this i 
stated that it was quite apparent that what 
to about Mr. RIEN running Mr, KILLENG for o 
National Labor Relations Board Union would pis 
action as being sponsored by the Communi 


From a confidential informant hereinafter desi mated as 


it was ascertained that during the time that he was b2 i 
employed by the National Labor Relations Board, he had HID 5 
noticed that lira OLMIS was being constantly pushed by the, BE: 
Communist Party faction in the National Labor Neletions Board a 

p 


Union; that IT. KITLENS could be relied upon to vote 
favorably for any resolutions brought up by DAVE REIN or 


the believe that Mr. KILLLI'S Y 


Communist Party member but was more 'or less 


just an innocent 


A confidential informant hereinafter designated Qum 
who is a personal acquaintance of Mr. KILIENS advised that 
there had been no action on the part of Mr, KILLENS that 
would definitely place him in the Communist Party; that, 


however, CCC V 


d other member r 4 


1 faction. Mr. 
faction that.Mr. RIEN represents is ELI x pushin lr. 
KILLENS as a candidate for diffe ent 
National Lahor Relations Board 

T [s 


n, [stated ihat r. 


Mn KT LLENS was placed. 
the ballot by the RIEN faction as a candidate for the 
vice presidency of the National Labor Relations Board Union. 
— Sas — NEN mmm 
interesting to note that Win, KILLENS, made no speeches 
in connection wth his candidacy but that all this was 
taken care of by Mr. RIEN and others of the Communist. 
faction of the Nationa or Relations Board Union, 


à confidential informant hereinafter designated as 
who is a business end social acquaintance of Mr. KILLZS 
advised that he vas rather surprised to find that he 
Should te interviewed concernin; the loyalty cf Lr. KILLZ3; 


that it was his belief that Mr. KILLENS is entirely erz 


and is not affiliated with an 


dislcyal or Un-American . ise at U. 
that Lie 4o 14S a member of the National Association 


for the Advencement of Colored People and that r. KILLS 
"Ma. LAIT 

also attend eetin;s of the National as “ro Congre 

that he did not believe ir. R o was < member of this 


organization. 
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A confidential source of information hereinafter 
designated aso is acquainted officially with 


E PN fused os if. KILLL!S hangs around with the 
á ig oard; that, 


to Mr. LILLENS political beliefs. 


— — en | 


A. confidential informant hereinafter degzgnated as 
ho is a business acquaintance of Mr. KILLENS advised 
that he had worked beside Mr, KILLENS for about two years 


and was not inclined to believe that Mr. KILLENS was a 
mber of or in sympa with an organization cf a dis- 

igval or Un-American nature, tne on Ly organizata on] | 

stated thee he knew Mr. KILLENS belongs to is the National 


Labor Relations Board Union. [ ^ ]statea that Mr. KILIENS 
seemed to follow the New Deal policies almost entirely. 


On one occasi on Jecvised lir, KILLENS had voiced opposi- 
+ion to the publication of the DIES List as being unfair 
as he believed & good many names published were members” ; 
of this particular i ut were innocent 0. y b2 
Se roan intenti The only criticism| [stated b7D 
heard KILES make rezerding the United Sietes P 
'alns e 


— was a criticism of the prejudices 

"lO race. | [ste ted that nis reaction is one of surprise 
te inquiries about lit, KILIENS as be believed him to be 
entirely free from any Un-American intent. 


A confidential informant hereinafter designated as 
who has considerable inf orra ti on concerning persons who 
are considered by him to be Un-American or disloyal, ad- 


vised that he had no infcrmt i KILLENS. 


om a confidential informant hereinafter designated as 
mo has a business acquaintance with Mr. KILLENS, it 
was ascertained that there was considerable doubt about 
DM s . pi stood politically. Wat- 88 1725 almost 
IS 


ce was being used ool of the 
D Eur stated that Ire i Mem active in b2 


t she stated, that there vere different factions in 
all organizations, even the Communist [rent E 
and that it was app arent by the way-ditferent individuals’ 


many organizations hich he be nothing more u 
or less t Communist front organizations, Jt was clear 97 
o 


voted on resolutions as er were in sympathy 
th the st Party. state she 


ways note that would vote with the Con- 


confidential informant hereinafter designated as 
o has been acquainted with Mr, KILLENS during 
attendance at the Terrell Law School in Washington, 
De C., advised that no information had been brought to 
his attention that would indicate that Mr, KILLENS was 
aligned with or in sympathy with organizations with a 
disloyal or un-American character. 


confidential informant who is designated herein 
a and who resides close to the present address 
of Mr. KILLENS advised that 


Mr, KILLENS seems to he, 
a zu. American citizen and that ab the present time 
Mr. KILLENS is designated e 8 


neighborhood, d 4. 


confidential informant hereinafter designated as 
who has a slight social acquaintance with Mr, 
S advised that 
of Mr, KI 


S 


y much interested 


C» A d a 


1 $ Hd ENS seems ov 
has recently been appointed- Air Rald-Wardan. } e 
neighborhood of his present residences -.-- ..—. . 
IV. INTERVIEW WITH EMPLOYEE 

On February 26, 1942, Mr. JOHN KILLENS voluntarily 


appeared in the Washington Field Office and gave the 
following voluntary signed statement, 


i 
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Vashiagton, D. C. 
February 26, 1942 


Statement of JOKE OLIVER — T presence of Speeial Agent b7C 
I. P. Hal and Steaographe Federal Bureau of Investiga- ibt 
tiom. Questions by MR. ETAN., 


Q. RR. KILLENS, the Federal Bureau ef Investigation was empowered dy the 
77th Congress of the United States, under Public Law 135, to investigate 
the employees of the Federal Government who are alleged members of sub- 
vercive organizations er who advocate the overthrow of the Federal 
Government, and make a report to Congress, The purpose of this inter- 
view is to allow you am cppertunity te answer questions concerning in- 
formation which has been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
about alleged sativities on your part. The questions I an about to ask 
you may be answered if you so desire, and you will be given əm oppor- 
tunity to make any statement of your own whick yeu feel will fairly 
present your side of the question. <A copy of the report of the in- 
vestigation, incorporating your statement, will be furnished to the 


agency which emplays you. Do you have any objection to making this 
statement under cath? 


A. Wo. 


Q. Would you raise your right hand, please? De you solemnly swear to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing dat the truth, so help you God! 


A. 1 4o. 
Q. Will you state your full name, please! 
A. JOHN OLIVER KILLERS. 


Q. Where do you live? 

A. 420 Twenty-first Street, N. B. 
Q. Where are you employed! 

' A. National Labor Relations Board. 
* Q. Ia what capaeity! 

ES A. Olerk--classification clerk. 


$ Q. Are you now or have you ever deen a member of any organisation which 
4" advocates the overthrow of the Pederal Government? 

A. No, 1 T 
B -7- JUK 
a, 
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Page 2 


Q. Are you now or have you ever been a member of any oPgasisation which ad- 
vooates disloyalty to the Federal Gor ernment? 


A. Wo, —— 
Q. Are you aow or have you ever been a member of the Washington Committee 
for Democratico Action! 


A. I om mot now. I have been, 


q. What occasioned your membership in the Washington Committee for Demno- 
cratic Action? 


A. I was approached by someone (I don't remember who) who showed me the 
program of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, and I thought 
it was a sice program, so I jeined about three years ago, I believe. 

I was a member about a year. I 414 mot rerev my membership. 

T. In what activities of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 

were you a participant? 


A. I don' icípant in any actívit ies. I was just a 


menker, that is 211. 


Q. Did you ever contribute money or services to the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action! 


A. 1 contributed one dollar membership; t that's all. 


— — ww; ee 


w. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the American Youth Con- 
gress? 


4. I was a delegate to the American Youth Congress lest year, 

Q. A delegate from where! 

4. National Council of Law Students. 

«. Did you contribute money or services to the American Youth Congress? 
A. I did mot. 

T. Did you participate in any of its activities? 


A. I attended a Coagrese Em-Puiy.—L beligye. As a delegate I participated 
in the confereace that wae held, but nothing eise. 


a f 
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Page 3 
4. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the National Negro Congress? 
A. I was never an official member of the National Negro Congress. 


Q. Have you ever participated in any of the activities of the National 
Negro Congress? 


A. I am sure I have at yarious times participated in activities of the Con- 
gress in dashington. 


J. What was the nature of those activities? 


A. I have attended various meetings on police brutality which the Congress 


sponsored, and the Congrese--I believe they sponsored various drives 
throughout the year where you made coniribuíions. I have made contribu- 
tions to the Congress, about four years ago. Bi dion 


Q. Have you ever contributed services to the National Negro Congress! 


A. I have not. 


q. At this time you may have the opportunity of making enmy state gat of 
your owa which you think is pertinent to thie inquiry if you/cesire. 


A. | would like to state at the tise of Joining the Washington Committe^ ; 
for Democratic Action I did not think it was affiliated with any party 
or had any affiliations that sjvocated the overthrow of our Government 
or dieloyalty to our Government. The seme is true of the National 
Negro Congress and the American Youth Congress. 


2. All right, thank you very much. . 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 


active indices of the Washington Field Office and 


Washington Field Office Files 101-0-4-7, 100-2306, 
100-431. 


b2 
|  bonfidential informant of Washington Field 
2 ce. b7D 
L | Washington, D. C. 


| National Labor Relations Board. 
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"40, 1 ee eee April 28, 1942 
Special Agent in Charge 
Washington, D. C, 
RE JOHN OLIVER XILLENS 
NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
INTERNAL SECURITY, HATCH ACT 
i Dear Sır: 
For your information and the completion of your files 
this 18 to advise that the above-mentioned government agency 
has advised the Bureau, after a review of the report submitted 
by your office, that no administrative action is being taken 
against the subject of this investigation. 
. 2 
very truly yours, a 
ATL Tens eet G IN P ; Ua 
; lun. wide Lt. r p » 2 
DA I eee L s E m 
E e^ 
-* 22 
Mr Tolson John Edgar Hoover 
Mr. E. A. Tamm Director 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr Glavin 
Mr Ladd . 
Mr Nichols 55 
Mr. Rosen ; A3 er 
— — E 1 v 
Mr Tracy CTION Fa "d l 
i 7 rary 
Mr Carson , E i y 
Mr Coffey — 
Mr Hendon V ( 
Mr. Holloman ‘ * 
Mr. McGuire E 
Mr Quinn Tamm 
“Mr Nease » 
Miss Gandy I4. 


md 


Mr N. . ag. u 
NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD :' zon 
- E d WASHINGTON, D. C. T Mid 
ome gia. Sartxrs 


Y— gete 


ILLIAM M. LEISERSON 


CLASSIFIE 
on n 2 LEES esses. 13-April 1942 


mn, REILLY 
PERSONAL AND CC XIII E N | 

Tir Wease . c j 
Mr, John Edgar Hoover Mise Gandy ...... 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

United States Denartment of M fica 
» Washington, D. C. od 
Zu Re: John Oliver Killens 
Your File No. 101-2027 


Dear Mr, Hoover; 


Receipt is acknowledged of the above entitled report, describing 
investigation of an employee of the National Labor Reiations Boerd, made 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, pursuant to the orovisions of Pub- 
lic Law No. 135, 77th Congress. You have asked me for my official content 
as to the ultimate disposition of this case, either by exoneration, dis- 
missal, or other administrative action. » 


Since the standards of conduct for zovernnent employees and thg 
procedure for remove from the classified service are the subject of num- 
erous statutes, regulations, and judicial decisions, the Board has madez 
an analysis of the lav applicable to investigations of ths character vith 
a view to ascertoining the pertinent legal vrincivles (See Appendix nan). 
Applying these standards of Judgment to the instant case, the Board hag 


reached the folloving conclusion: ] 
05 —37/37- ARA 


This report relates to an invest 1gat fon of a file clerk “ho entered 
the employ of the Boerd as a messenger in 1934 and was later nromoted to the 
position of assistant file clerk. : 


! 
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7 BULK 
Although tre investigato reports ial 
d to be in touch vith subversive groups in he District of Columbia have no 
nf tion thet Hilgens belones to any of pa ond pa bashes? ne 
on the índices of'thé"Dies Committee, suspi¢ton is div tly attecheR to him 
because of the, fact that his address coincided for a brief, period At the 
4 | address df: ‘anu: “Fanes Harris, said to be o member of the munist Party. 
* ‘The report does not stete whether tnis is a single hous an S0 lte 
[A  KAllens was not suectioned as to whether he knew Harris. 75 e 
j * f 


While a number of acquaintances who were interviewed stated that they 
regarded him as a loyal American citizen, and called attention to the fact that 


he was serving as a neighborhood air-raid warden, some fellow employees cone 


tended that he wa d wi Communist faction in sn employee union of. 

the National Labor Relations Board and that this faction had sponsored his can- 

didacy-for a union office. It has not heen the observation of the Board that 

there i C i oup in this union and it is to be noted thet .it.is.not 

affiliated with any outside group. ~~ 2 
: — 


Killens, when interviewed, stated that he had been a member of the 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action and had attended meetings of the 
National Negro Congress. He also stated that he had been a delegate from the 
National Council of Law Students to the American Youth Congress. (He was then 
a student at Terrell Law School) While some significance misht be att ched 
to this combination of «ctivities, it appears from the report trat Kiliens is 
a negro and a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. Ail of the organizations which he Joined or whose meetings he at- 
tended stress negro rights end oppose racial discrimination. It therefore a- 
years t at his explanation of his activies was entirely plausible. Moreover, 
there is nothing in the report which indicates that Killens himself has any 
subversive tendencies or beliefs. 


Since this report has not disclosed evidence which vould support a 
prima facie case for dismissal proceedings, the Board is constrained to deem 
the report tantamount to exoneration. 

— — 


— men 
Sincerely yours, 


HAN ea 


H. A. Millis 
Chairman 
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APPENDIX "A" 


The attached investigation has been made pursuant to & provision 
in the Department of Justioe Appropriation Act, Publio No. 135 (77th Cong., 
let 5ess.), directing the investigation of employees "of every department, 
agency, and independent establishment of the federal Government who are 
members of subversive organisations or advocate the overthrow oí the 
Federal Government, and report its findings to Congressi". This proviso 
does not define the word "subversive". Applying the principle of ejusdem 
generis, however, it may be assumed that it meant organizations which 
advocate the overthrow of government. Such construction would be in harmony, 
not only with Section 9A(1) of the Hatch act which forbids the employment 
of persons who have "membership in any political party or organization which 
advocates the overthrow of our oonstitutional form of government in the 
United States," but with the language contained in virtually all the 
appropriation acus which have been passed by Congress since 1939, providing 
that no part of the appropriations authorized under such acts should 


"be used to pay the salary or wages of any person 
who advocates, or who is a member of an organization 
that advocates, the overthrow of the Government of 
the United States by force or violence:". 


This language of the Hatch Act was the result of an anendment 
offered on the floor of the House by Mr. Nichols, who explained that it 
was directed at persons "connected with either the Comauniat, fascist or 
German Bund Parties." (Cong. Rec., Vol. 84, Pt. 9, p. 9635). 


Moreover, the Civil Service Commission has implemented Section 
A of the Hatch Act by ruling that as a matter of ofi:ieial policy it will 
not certify to any department or agency the name of any person when it 
has been established that he is a member of the Communist ‘arty, the 
German Bund, or any other ooumuníst, nazi or tasoist organization. (See 
Departmental Circular No. 222, June 20, 1940.) 


With the exception of the statutory grounds previously enumerated, 
it should also be noted that employees cannot be removed for political 
beliefs, no matter how unpopular, since Civil Service mule I, paragraph 
2, forbids discrimination with resect to employees in the classified 
service because of political or religious opinions or affillations. Such 
employees, however, both by reason of the ilatch Act and paragraph 1 of 
this rule, are forbidden from taking active part in political management 
or in political campaigns, although they may retain "the right to vote as 
they please and to express privately their opinions on all political sub- 
jects," 


Under the Constitution and Civil Service Rule XIT, all power 
of removal in the Government service, except with respect to Presidential 
appointees, is vested in the head oi the appointing agency. Removals on 
the ground of improving the efficiency of the service may oe eifected vy 
serving an employee with formal charges, and furnishing un opportunity to 
file an answer to the charges in writing. A hearing can only be granted 


dee AED Dod 37/8 7- 49— 


N FE Qul f Irt. sant 


— — — = — 


in the discretion of the removing officer and his separation may be ac- 
complished by including in the record copies of the charges, the answer, 
the reasons for removal and the order oí removal. The employee affected 
has & limited appeal to the Civil Service Commission, but only on the 
question of whether the procedure previously outlined has been followed 
or whether the removal was made for political or religious reasons, 


Investigations conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
under Public No. 135, however, seem to fall into a different category, 
Since the factual material contained in these investigation reports re- 
lates solely to the cause of removal specified in Section 9A of the 
Hateh Act and in the appropriation acts. It is well established that 
where causes of removal ure specified by the Conatitution or by statute, 
notice and opportunity for hearing are ess ntial. (See feagan v. United 
States, 182 U. S. 419, 425; Shurtleff v. United States, 189 U. S. III, 
214; see 39 OP. Atty. Gen. 142). Under ordinary principles of administra- 
tive law, a removal made after such a hearing would be reviewable by the 
courts only to the extent that there must be evidence to support it. In 
other words, the appointing agency itself must resolve conflicts of testi- 
mony and weigh the evidence., Conversely, there must be some evidence 
that the person removed falls within the classes proscribed by the 
statute. mis evidence necd not meet the standards of competence under 
the common law rules of evidence, but it must be of a substantial character, 
that is, something more than mere suspicion or an anonymous charge with 
respect to which no identified person would testify. 


This collection of the applicable statutory enactments and 
regulations indicates the criteria of judgment to be applied to these 
reports in deciding whether or not the reports should be disposed of by 
exoneration, the institution of removal proceedings, or (where the report 


is inconclusive) further investigation. Summarised briefly, these criteria 
are ag follows: 


1. An employec is subject to removal proceedings if the 
report contains evidence that he advocates the overthrow of 
the Government or is connected with the Communist or German 
Bund Parties. He is not subject to removal, however, for pro- 
fessing unpopular political beliefs or joining societies or 
political parties which advocate unpopular social programs " 
unless they fall into the category of the proscribed classes. 


2. ‘The evidence required to justify removal proceedings 
need not be conclusive or competent in a court of law, but 
must be "substantial" as that term is applied by the courts 
with reference to administrative proceedings. In other words, 


it must be something more than an anonymous charge or mere 
suspicion, 
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following reports ara being forwarded: 


Mr. Tolson 


Mr E. A. Tamm 


Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Giavin 
Mr. Ladd 

Mr Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr Carson 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr Hendon __. 
Mr. Kramer 
Mr McGuire 
Mr Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease 

Miss Gandy 


The rerorts ofi 


In accordance with your request, there are being forwarded with 
rel this memorandum copies of reports of investigations conducted under Public 
Law Ne. 135, 77th Congress, in which the facts developed are of such a 

nature that they would merit your interest. 


Special Agent K. A. Clow dated February 19, 1942, at 


Washington, 


Detroit, Michigan. 


Date forwarded: 
Replys 


April 8, 1942 


D 
[etes en 23, 1942, at 


Special Agent 


In this regard, oopies of the 


“he Honorable H. A. Millie, Chairman of the National Labor 


Relations Board, by letter dated May 1, 1942, requested 


further investigation im the matter. 


California. 


Date forwarded: 


Reply: 


The n n 


"pe 1 * 


bians ~ 


Py 
aem v C, 


are ATS LD 


W A 
: NT pee 


Spesial Agent.. aa tea June 4, 1941, at San Tran- 
ai seo, California. 


Special Agent E. A. Garvey dated July 3, 1941, at Los Angeles, 


August 9, 1941, to Mr. Matthew P. Monire, formerly 
fhe Assistant to the Attorney General. 


The Homorable H. A. Millis, Chairmen of the National Laber 
Relations Board, informed by letter dated August 21, 1941, 

to Mr. Matthew F. MeGuire, I write io say thet the attorney 
in question has resigned from the Beard's staff, his resigna- 
tion being accepted on june 13, and is nov said to be engaged 
in private practice in fan Fran see.“ further investigation 
in this matter,is, therefere, proepeding with no consideration 
being given to Section 9eA of the Hatch Act. 
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Memorandum for Bdwin D. Dickinson Page 2 
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Special Agent.. last. November 21, 1941, at 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Special Agent J. 8. Johnson dated December 9, 1941, at Denver, 


Colorado. 
Special Agent], 1] dated January 2, 1942, at Washington, 
D. Q. 

Date forwarded: March 11, 1942 

Reply: 
fhe Honorable H. A. Millis, Chairman of the National Labor 
Relations Board, informed by letter dated April 2, 1942, 
"In view of record with the Board, extending 
for a period of more than four years, the Board is reluctant 
to believe such an allegation without furth roof. If the 
person designated as ien eee or 1f the 

ye person referred to a e further identified, 

the Board could undertake to sift the truth of this charge. 
I should app’eciate it if your Bureau would furnish these 
details since the report is too incomplete to vermit the 
Board to make an ultimate disposition of the matter." This 
request was anewered on May 5, 1942, and no further reply 
has been received to date. 


The report ofi 
Special Agent X. A. Glow dated March 10, 1942, at Washington, 


D. C. 
Date forwarded: March 17, 1942 
Reply: 
fhe Honorable H. A. Millis, Chairman of the National Labor 
, Relations Board, informed by letter dated April 15, 1942, 
"ginge this report has not disclosed evidence which would 


support a prime fagie case for dismissal proceedings, the 
Board is constrained to deem the report tantamount to 
exoneration." 


Additional reports of interest regarding investigations being con- 
ducted by this Bureau under Public Law No. 135, 77th Congress, will be for- 
warded in the near future. 


very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Bnelosures 


b7C 


b2 
b72 


RE: John Oliver Killens 


Assistant Mail and Files Clerk 
National Labor Relations Board 
INTERNAL SECURITY - RATCH ACT 


Report of Special Agent K. A. Clow dated March 10, 
1942 at Washington, D. C. 
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as one who is in a position to furnish accurate information I 
and has furnished reliable information in the past, and his b7D 
information should be appropriately paraphrased and protected 
by a T symbol), advised SA PETER J. MURPHY, JR., that the 
ungarian Legation in Washington, D. C., had ordered 500 
way a for a reception to be held at the Hungarian Legation 
g as 5, and lOO invitations for a reception to be held at 
the EET on 4/2/55, both in "celebration of the tenth 
> N anniversary of the liberation of Hungary by the Soviet Army. pe 


3 
who should also be protected by a 5 


9 T symbol, and who should be described as one who is in a ia 
. fo furnish accurate information VV 
information in the past) advised SA that 


? catering service had been requested &t the Hungarian Legation on eave di 
w 4 the evening of 4/2/55, for approximately 200 individuals who were 
NI described as being from the "Hungarian colony." Catering service BIC 
ON X was also requested on the evening of l/l/55, for approximately : ee 
S S 300 individuals described as diplomatic personnel, b7D 
T. 2 
3 
c Washington, D. C., (whose M 
& identity must be ve carefull e information . 
Y $ should be paraphrased], advised Sap | that several . . 
hundred letters of uniform size and shape een mailed on that 
A È date with the return address of the Hungarian Legation, Wash- T 
, ington, D. C. An anonymous source of known reliability noted that: 
$ one of the above letters contained a printed invitation to , 


the following effect, "In celebration of the tenth anniversary of 
the liberation of Hungary by the Soviet Army, tho Minister of the 
Hungarian People!s Republic and Madame SZARKA request the honor 
of the company of at a reception on Monda [> 
the 4th of April from pae $o nine’ oi clock at the Legation." 

(It is presumed that a portion par letters issued invitations 
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to the reception on 4/2/55, rather tnan on ljl/55.) 


One of the above-mentioned uniiorm letters was addressed to Mr. and 
Mrs. JOBM-KÍLLIUS, 652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. The original 
documentation in tnis regard appears in WFO file lO5-hól9-Sub B. 


The indices of the WFO contained no information definitely i1aentifiable 
with the subject. l 


In the event the New York Invision is not familiar with the subject 
or has not conducted previous investigation regarding the subject, immediate 
efforts shoula be made to determine the subject's citizenship and employment 
and handle as instructed ın SAC Letter 5h-38 (N). 


Tnis matter must receive immediate, preferred, and continuous 


investigative and administrative handling as per instructions in SAC Letter 5-37 
(Q). 


The WFO should be furnished a copy of investigative efforts in tnis 
regard for informational purposes. 


Any further indication that tne subject actually attended tne reception 
will be promptly turnished the Bureau and interested offices. RUC. 
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Re New York airtel to San Francisco dated February 1, 


| — clerical employee at kadio Station 
| KCES, San Francisco, ernia, whose identity should not be 
| disclosed, advised A | on February 17 
and 21, 1955, that LOUIS WAPL 'ZRTMAN, aka, Lou, Jim Grady, San 
f Francisco SI subject, Omn nis T. Ac propra. "uals 18 oan rrancisco" 
| over KCBS, on February 16, 1955, deXgted a large nart of his i 
i time to promoting the bock "Youngbkogd", which was recently b7C 
| published, the author being JOHNQILLE! e, stated that on 7 
“| February 16, 1955, she typed an office communication from HARTMAN f 
i to EDWARD R. MURROW, CBS New York, in which he stated that M^ W^ | 
| 


pos was taking the liberty to send scripts from his recent brod- 

' cast concerning JOHN O. KILIINS, author of the new novel | 
"Youngblood" with the idea that MURROW might do a d ge 
and mention the book. 


` A copy of this communication, «long with the ï S 
which were sent Lo ZDWAFD N. MURRCW, were furnished — ( 
and will be retained in the "files of the San Francisco Office. Li 
The communication, alon- with the scripts, ic set forth as " 


follows: 
NE 


ant oc P ir 
"to: Mr. Edward R. Hur ro- ae aene : d^ 
Ec PX T LE "f 
H 


uf rom: q im Grady 
Web 36, 1955 p p * 
a" 


"As a co-worker and admirer of your proprams I am takır“ the liberty 


Y of sending you a few scrints from my recent broadcasts which, as 
you can sce, concern John C. Killens, uthor of the new novel, "Young- 
blood." I thought it might be possible fo: vou to dc a broadcast 
scmehow th:it would bring 81 pecple to a wider 2} dience JAG - nS- 5S7/34- « 
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"Mr, Killens! address is 652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn 16, 


New York. 


"Thank you for your consideration. 
"Sincerely, 


"Gim Grady 
“'This is San Francisco!" 


The scripts from HARTMAN's broadcast February 16, 1955, 
pertaining to JOHN O. KILLZMS is set forth: 


"Yesterday I told you about Negro History Week 

and what it meant to John Killens, author of the new 
novel, 'Youngblood'. This morning I'd lake to tell 
you a little about the book itself. Since I think 
it is in a special category--and so do many of the 
nations's leading critics--I!m going to go at it in 
a little differmnt way. 


"Most books are writ en either as entertainment 
or to make money. This is a book that had to be 
written, and it is that sense of necessity which 
gives 14 special impact. All t:cse who have read 
'Youngblood' agree that it irn't something you 
breeze through in an evening. 


"You put the bock down and think of what you've read. 
It's a bock that makes you mad one moment and moves 
you to unknown laughter the next. It's been likened 
in statkre to !The American Tragedy', but I think 

it goes beyond Dreiser. It is tne first book I 

know of that presents the Negro le in a true 
light, and in so doing, sheds newlight on all that 
ve know about America. ~ 


"Now I was raised in the North without any contact 
with Negro people, then went to study, ana later 
work, in the South. There, I didn't get to know them, 
either. In fact, I got just the opposite experience. 
I was kept from knowledge by the system of Jim Crow. 
And then, when I was offered a job, 1n which one of 
the provisions was to be membership in the Ku Klux 
Klan, I left the South. 
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"I next lived in Chicago, on the ed:e cf one of the 
worst Negro slum areas in the world. And as I rode 
to and from work on the elevated, and looked down 
on the life the Negro people lead there, I said, 
How do they live at all. I'd die, or go crazy. 


"Evidentially there were all too many Negro authors 
who took the same viewpoint, and when I read their 
books I read of tormented, twisted, defeated, bitter 
people. 


"But then, foctunately, aftor coming to California, 

I was able to -et to know the Negro people in natural 
neighborly surroundings. And I found thet all I had 
been told, all I had read, yes, all that I thought 

I had observed, was not so at all. Despite 300 
years of slavery and oppression, despite 100 years 

of second-class citizenship, despite housing restric- 
tions, ano job restrictions, and health restrictions, 
my Negro friends and nei hbors were strong, sturdy 
people who could turn a joke under condtions that 
would have demolished me. It's their courage and love 
of life and hope for the future th.t I value my Negro 
friends for. 


"nd it's those qualities which John Killens has so 
masterfully projected for everyone in 'Youngblood.! 
All the members cf the family in the small Georgia 
town, are human beincs,. So are the whites who side 
with them in their struggle for a better world, and-- 
thi is important--thoce who would perpetuate Jim 
Crow with force and violence are also human beinps. 


"The book is written with 4 rich and earthy sense 

of language that is truly creative. Sometimes I 
think there arc a few of the more violent scenes 
that could have been played off st. e, and some of 
the four and five letter words left out. But even 
as it is, 'Youngblood' has in it the real violence 
of life, and not the fantastic imarinings of fiction. 
The strong words come naturally, anc ave not forced, 
as in the so-called 'chockers.! 


2 — 1 v 
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"'Youngblood!, published by Dial Press, sells for 

Fu. OO. A first printing of ,.500 is almost exhausted, 
but I understand that a second printing is planned. 
I'm sure Paul Elder or the Emporium will be glad to 
take your order." 


The above is furnished to the Bureau for informational 
purpo:es only with a copy to New York, office cf origin. Report 
concerning subject's recent visit to San Francisco Bay area forth 


coming. 2 
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BJECT: — CHANGED a er 
JOHN OLIVER as) ee ‘Johnny MII ens, 
liens, Jom O. lens, John GI I ius 
IS-HU 


{ 
Re Washington lt. to Bur. 4/6/55, captioned JOHN KILLIUS, IS-HU. 


The title of this case is being marked changed to reflect the true 
name and other known names of the subject, JOHN OLIVER KILLENS, 652 Lafayette 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, aa it appears in the files of the New York Office. 


Investigation at New York City reflecta that the subject of refer- 
enoed case is identical with the subject of New York File 100-1102397 on whom 
a Communist Index card is maintained. Therefore, referenced case is being 
closed administratively and consolidated. All future estigation at New 
York City will be reported under JOHN OLIVER KILLENS, ; SM~C, New York 
File 1009102397. 
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Johnny, Killems SECURITY MATTER - C 


CONF un. 


Subject visited San „ California, as guest n an 
Francisco Attorney 271-755 , reportedly to remote / 
subject's new book, “Youngblood. ing instant period, sub ke 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


civic group, "Men 
and entertained 
all of whom, along with 
reported as CP members. DE 
Copy te — 
- E by routing sup for 
: : RUC b info L] n 
Lj Pee ae 1 4P? met lead „ 
ETAS: „12 oy TELK aar.. 


who has fur TOUR 
in the past, advised on Jarmary 26, 1955, that made 82 
| arrangements for JOHN O. KILIENS, "a successful New York writer," to ed 


X speak before "Men of " a Negro civic group in Oakland, Calif- , c 
A subject was to visit San Francisco Attomey 

— 1955. b7D 

PETO 
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On February l, 1955,[ ^ ]etated subject arrived in 

the San Francisco Bay Area as planned and appeared to be promoting a 

new book, "Youngblood," which the subject 

said that KILLENS was to be entertained b 

at 8:00 PeMey February ls 1955}, 

evening of February 5, 1955; and that subject was slated to speak at 
"Men of Tomorrow! at noon, February 5, 1955, 


On February 11, 1955,[ ^ ]stated that KILLENS kept 
the above-mentioned engagements on February |; & 5, 1955, as stated 
above, 


On May 16, 1955,[ stated that upon KILLENS! return 
to New York, he wrote to many individuals whom he met in the San 
co Bay Area, acknowledging appreciation of courtesy shown him. 
stated that he had no personal knowledge of any Communist Party b2 
CP) or subversive activity on the part of KILLENS, 


(ALI b7C 
in b7L 
was 
should be noted that from l 
admitted that 
the Ci 


The CRC has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


Washington, D. C., 
advised on January 1951 was a CP member in 
19L6 until 199, during which time he knew 
to be a CP member’. 


who has furnished 2 Sf 

y 30, 1950, tha vue 

current member of the Was n Square Branch 

of the North Beach Section, San Francisco CP, x 


——- 


SF 100-l01,82 
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meeting at 3 dmont , Oakland, California, as a representative of 
the Camery Workers | CP Club. 


[i who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, advised on February 8, 1955, that a reception was 


po 
given in honop of JOHN O NS the evening of February 5, 1955, at 
the home of Be Dia. 
At this reception, KILIENS was accompanied by = 


According vL. 1] KILLENS made a short speech before 
this group, at which time he stated in substance that, "A meeting such 
as this would probably be called a Communist meeting, but why worry 
about being called a Communist when you are fighting for the freedom 
of the Negro people," 


who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, — —— 
was a member of the Albany, „of the Alameda Coun: 
22!!! E EUER 
— 1948 and 1949, respectively. 


— ECT orma~ 
tion in the past, advised on April 27, 1950, tha sa, 


member of the Executive Board of the William Z. Foster CP Club, San 
Francisco East Bay Region. 


EN has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, advised on February 10, 1955, tha 


t the residence o 
Oakland, California, at 6:30 p. m., 


bruary 9, 1955. Lal LA 


messer y y eM ee 
tion in the past, advised on May 5, 1953, tha and his 


"m 


b2 


b7C 
b7D 
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were members of the San Francisco East Bay 


ou gue e 4) e af 


L 
— are ui 


The LYL has been designated by the Attorney General of 


the United States pursuant to Executive Order 101,50. 
l LOUIS EARL HARTMAN, professionally known as 


JIM GRADY, 


in his daily week-day radio program, "This is San Francisco," Radio 


Station KCBS, San Francisco, 7:15 a.m., February 16, 1955, 


devoted a 


large part of instant program with a favorable review of the book, 


"Youngblood, " 


who is in a position to 


furnish 


ble information, advised December 22, 19.8, that LOUIS EARL 
N was a member of the Berkeley Section of the Alameda County, 


California, CP. 


` Ld who is in a position to furnish 
reliable information, advised on February 16, 1955, that IO 
during 


told him personally that he had occasion to meet JOHN O. K 
KILIENS! recent visit to San Francisco, California, 


bic 
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Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed and T 
symbols were utilized in the report only in those instances where the 
identity of the source must be concealed. 
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TITLE OF CASE Report made by 17.19 / 55 Typed By 
CHANGED A BANJAMIN P, GHAVES pmr 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS CHARACTER OF CASE 

SECURITY MATTER = C "7244 


PC, " ; 
Synopsis, - 


| Subject born 1/1/16 in Macon, Ga. 1949 election records reflect subject — | 
self-employed as a writer. Subject resides 652 Lafayette Ave., Biklyn, 

1 NX. The name JOHN O. KILLENS appears on 194.9 CPNP. One JOHN-O. KILLENS, 

("Strom the Couneil on African Affairs was to attend the Conference on 
Yonkers Lynchings in April 1953, in NYC. The National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions announced a series of “ASP Starlight 
Forums" to be held in NYC in June and July 1954 and JOHN KILLENS, not 
further identified, was a seheduled speaker. Subject attended & social 
of the Hollywood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council on 1/22/55 in 
L. A., California. JAMES JACKSON, left message for subject to contact b7C 
bim at National CP Headquarters, 8 d on 8/29/51 that he waa 
acguainted with JAMES EDWARD — — and he also advised thav 
he belonged to the Southern Negro Youth Congress. The Hungarian og ^ de 
Vrehington, D. C., sent au invitation to Mr. and Mrs, JOHN AILLIUS, 652 
Lafayette Ave., B'klyn, NY, to attend a reception at tne Legation in 
April 1955. KILLENS admitted, in 1942, membership in the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action; admitted being a delegate tothe American 
Youth Congress and admitted participating in the activities of the 
National Negro Congress. Election records reflect JOHN O. KILLENS, 
66 Hancock St., B'klyn, NY, registered a preference for the ALP fr 7 
1949 through 1952. d. N 
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DETAILS: The aliases, JOHN O. KILLENS and JOHN &ILLENS 
are being deleted from the title because they 
are obvious variations of the subjeet's full name. The 
alias JOHN KILLIUS is being deleted from the title because 
it is apparantly a misspelling. The alias JOHNNY KILLEMS is 
being deleted from the title because there is insufficient 
identifying data on KILLEMS to say he is identical with 
the subject. 


I. BACKGROUND 
Ae Birth 


The records of the istics, State 
of Georgia, as checked by a April 
ll, 1955, reflected from Bir ecord Number Ol that JOHN 


OLIVER KILLENS, a Negro mele, was born on January 14, 1916, 


Went Macon Bibb County, Georgia. These records also reflected 
gi? the 1 information abóut the subject's father, CHARLES 
: LLENS: Occupation - laborer, age 23. These records 
reflected the following information about the subject's 


mother, WILLI. L.. JOL MAN: Occupation - housewife; age 21; 
residence - 156 Yi». in otreet, Macon, Georria. 


MP. LAUAS A. AH, Assistent Chief Attorney, icu 
Veterans Administration, Regionel Office, 250 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn ot's records 
available to SA on March 2h, 1955, 
and they reflecte a e subject was born on January 1h, 
1916, at Macon, Georgia. 
B. Marital Status 

prc 


previously mentioned, made 
istration records available to 
on March 24, 1955, and these 
records reflected that the subject married GRACE WARD YNES 
of 66 Hancock Street, Brooklyn, New York, on June 19, 1943, 
at Brooklyn, New York, 


the 


E who is in a position to furnish reliable information, b2 
advised o uary 6, 1954, that GRAC". 4ILLENS, 652 Lafayette Avenue, 
Brookl.n, > cw York, was emoloy.¢ bj ie antorg trading vorporation, b79 
iU 180250 aVeiu6, WW ohe, sow 10 A, lu 1942. 


Accoruin, to tae recoras oi tue deu lora County 
Clerk, the Amtorg Trading Corporation is a New York corporation 


- 2 a 


NY 100-102397 


formed in 192). It has acted since then as a buying and 
selling agency in the United States for the Soviet Government. 
Since 1949, it has been registered with the Department of 
Justice under the provisions of the Foreign Agents Registration 
Acte 


C. Education 


[__ iegistrar's Office, 
Morris Brown College, Atlanta, Georgia, advised on May 18, 


1955, from the academic records of JOHN OLIVER KILLENS, that 
KILLENS was a student at this institution for one semester, 
from September 1935, to January 1936. Mra. DIXON stated that 
according to the subject's application, he previously 
attended Ballard Normal School in Macon, Georgia, for four 
years, graduating in 1933. She stated that the subject bic 
also stated that he had attended Ed ters College, 
Jacksonville, Florida, for one year. advised 
that a transcript of the subject's credits was sent to 
T University, Washington, DeC., on September 25, 

1937. 


but 


previously mentioned, 


D jon March A, 1955, and these 
records reflected the subject attended the following 
schools, colleges and universities: 


Edward Waters Junior College 
Jacksonville, Florida 
1934 - 1935 


Morris Brown College 
Atlanta Georgia 
1935 - 1936 


Terrell Law School 
Washington, D. C. 
1939 - 1942 
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Columbia University 

New York City 

July 6, 1948 - August 13, 1948 

(summer session) 

September 23, 1948 to June 1, 1949 
(School of General Studies) 


De Military Record 
previously mentioned, made 


the V t records of the subject available b7C 
to SA on March 2h, 1955, and 
they reflecte & e subject was in the United States 


Army from July 17, 1942, until December 3, 1945, and that 
he was assigned Army Serial Number 33192284. 


E, Employment 
The 1949 election records for the Boro of 
Brooklyn, New York, as caused to be checked by SE 
on Maroh 2, 1955, reflected the subject was se 
employed as a writer, 


F, Residence 
b7C 
Bre THOMAS A. GARAHAM, previously mentioned, made 
t stration records available to 
on March 24, 1955, and these 
records reilecte * © subject resided at 652 Lafayette 


Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, as of September 1950. These 
records reflected that the subject resided from 1945 until 
July 1948 at 66 Hancock Street, Brooklyn, New York.  Theae 
records also reflected that during January 1947, he resided 
at 2007 Maryland Avenue, Northeast, Washington, D.C. 


previously mentioned, advised 
on May 18, on the subjeot's application for 
admittance to Morris Brown College, Atlanta, Georgia, the 
subject stated that he was residing at 211 Ward Street, 
Macon, Georgia. 
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In a pretext telephone call made on Maroh 12, 
1954, to the telephone number ST 9-5428, an individual 
answered the telephone and identified himself as JOHN 
KILLENS. He further stated that he and his wife, GRACE 
KILLENS, resided at 652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
Yorke 


In a pretext telephone call made on September 
lk, 1955, to telephone number ST 9-5428, which is listed 
to GRACE KILLENS, 652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, 
wife of the subject, an individual answered the telephone 
and identified himself as JOHN KILLENS and he advised that 
he resided at 652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 


II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


le Communist Party Sympethies 


The records of the Bureau of Special Services 
and Investigation, New York City Police Department, as 
caused to be checked by SA AUGUST J. MICEK on February l, 
1955, reflected that the name JOHN O. KILLENS, 652 
Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, appears on Page 2597 
of a 1949 Communist Party Nominating Petition for 
Councilman B. J. DAVIS, 


BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. was one of the 11 members 
of the National Committee of the Communist Party (CP) who 
was convicted on October 1h, 1949, in the United States 
District Court, Southern District of New York, for violation 
of the Smith Aot of 1940. 


2. Communist Party Front Organizations 


the 
Building at - West — — New 


August de available to us[ . d 
&n material abandoned by the Harlem Diviabn 
of the Civil Rights Congress (CRC), at the above address. 
Among this abandoned material was the names and addresses 

of numerous individuels who signed and/or hed made 
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contributions t 
Lafayette Avenu 


o the CRC. The name JOHN O.KILLENS, 652 
e, New York City, was among 


es 
g signed a CRC Petition ker | B7C 


The CRC has been designated by the Attorney 


General of the 
Order 10450. 


the past, - 


reflected that 
African Affairs 
Lynchings to be 
New York City, 


The C 


United States pursuant to Executive 


who has furnished reliable information in 
shed information on February 9, 1953, which * 
one JOHN 0. KILLENS from the Council on 


was to attend & conference on Yonkers 52 
held at the library, 23 West 26th Street, 
on April 8, 1953. b7D 


ouncil on African Affairs has been designated 


by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 1050. 


past, furnisne 


ho has furnishea reliable information in the  , 
information on June 3, 1954, which reflected | 


that the National Council of the arts, Sciences and Professions 
were announcing a series of "A.S.P. Starlight Forums” at 1 


Penthouse 10A, 
held at 8:30 P. 
July 25, 195h. 


59 West 71st Street, New York City, to be 
M. every Sunday from June 6, 1954, through à 
Informant advised that JOHN KILLENS, not 


further identified, was one of the scheduled speakers for 


June and July. 


Conce 


rning the National Council of the Arts, 


Sciences and Professions, the following is noted in the 
Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications, dated 


May 1l, 1951, p 
Un-American Act 
Washington, D.C 


"1. 


repared and released by the Committee on 
ivities, U.S. House of Representatives, 


* 
e o 


Cited as a Communist front. 

"(Congressional Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Review of the Scientific and 

Cultural Conference for World Peace arranged 

by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, 

and Professions and held in New York City on 
March 25, 26, and 27, 1949, House Report No. 195}, 
April 26, 1950 (originally released April 

19, 1949), p. 2.) * 
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[previously mentioned, furnished information 
on December 5, 1954, which was issued by the New York 

Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and they l 
reflected that the writing and publication division of Arts, | 
Sciences and Professions was announcing its third monthly ' 
forum "Natur«hiim and Contemporary Literature" to be \ 
held on December 1h, 1954, at the Arts, Sciences and | 
Professions Headquarters. The informant advised that one E 
of its leaders was JOHN KILLENS, not further identified, l 


[__] previousiy mentioned, furnished a copy of 
the by laws of the New York Council of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions on Februery 26, 1954, Section B, article 
One, and "states that this organization shall be 
affiliated with the National Council of the Arts, Sciences 
end Professions", 


both of whom have furnished reliable 
inf ormati , advised on February 3, 1955, that 
JOHN O. KILLENS attended a social of the Hollywood Arts, 
Sciences and Professions Council on January 22, 1955, held 
at 562 Western Avenue, Los Angeles, California. 


urther advised that the subject made a 
short telk at this social regarding his book "Youngblood". 


who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on February 20, 1951, that the Hollywood 
Arts, Sciences and Professions, ahm the southern 
California Chapter of the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, was the most important Communist 
controlled organization in the Hollywood professional 
field at that time and its policies paralleled the Comnunist 
Party line on all important issues. Informant stated, 
however, that membership in the Hollywood Arts, Sciences 
and Professions does not, of itself, denote membership 
and/or sympathies with the Communist Party. 


August 2 1951, the subject advised SAS 
and 
with JAMES EDWARD JACKSON and 


b7C 
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KILLENS stated that he formerly resided in Washington, D. C., 
and he had met JACKSON there while he, KILLENS, belonged 

to the Southern Negro Youth Congress. KILLENS said that he 
did not recall seeing JACKSON or his wife during 1951 and 
he might have seen him once or twice in 1950 at an American 
Labor Party (ALP) meeting. KILLENS stated he dropped out 
of the Southern Negro Youth Congress in 1948, when he left 
Washington, D. C., and came to New York City to go to school. 
KILLEENS stated that he did not know the present whereabouts 
of JACKSON; he does not know any of the friends of JACKSON; 
and has received no communication from JACKSON or his wife. 
KILLENS wes asked if he would notify the Federal Bureau of 
Imvestigation (FBI) if he found out where JACKSON is presently 
hiding and he stated he was not certain whether he would or 
not ~ that it was an academic question, and that he would 
have to cross that bridge when he came to it. 


KILLEWS admitted that he was at the JACKSON 
residence & Brooklyn, New York, BIC 
shortly after JACKSON disappeared, because he wanted to find ö 


out from JACKSON'S wife if he could help ber in any wey. 
KILLENS stated that Mrs. JACKSON was not at home and that 
he had not gone back to their residence since that time. 


On January 8, 127 m- who is in a position pz 
to furnish reliable information, advised that JAMES JACKSON R 
left a message for JOHN KILIENS, 652 Lafayette Avenue, Breeklyn, °’” 
New York, that the latter should get im touch with JACKSON 

at National Communist Party Headquarters. 


Doctor JAMES EDWARD JACKSON, R., former Southern 
Regional Director and Alternate Member of the National 
Committee, CP, USA, was indicted on June 20, 1951, by the 
Federal Grand Jury, Southern District of New York, for 
violation of the Smith Aet of 1940. 4 bench warrant was 
issued on the same date and is currently outstanding. 
JACKSON is a fugitive, 


During the course of an investigation conducted in 
19,2 under the provisions of the Hatch Act, KILLENS was | 
interviewed, at which time he admitted membership in the 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action; admitted being 
a delegate to the American Youth Congress; and admitted 
participating in the activities of the Wational Negro 
Congress, but stated he was not a member of the latter J 
organization, 
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The Southern Negro Youth Congress has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Orde 10450. 


Concerning the ALP, the following is to be noted: 


who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on September 9, 1954, that from the time 
of its inception in 1936, there existed within the American 
Labor Party a struggle for power among three groups. These 
were the Communist Party, the Socialist Party and the Social 
Democrats. By the early 1940's the Communist Party emerged 
as the controlling force within the American Labor Party 
in the major industrial areas in New York State. Generally 
these were the areas around Albany, Buffalo, Jamestown, b2 
Rochester, Schenectady, Syracuse, Troy, the Hudson River = 
Valley, Columbia, Dutchess, Nassau and Westchester Counties, ^'^ 
and New York City with the exception of Brooklyn. In 102 
the Communist Party able to capture the American Labor 
Party in Brooklyn. knew this situation to continue up 
until at least 1949. e American Labor Party never 
developed into an organization of any real consequence in 
the non- industrial areas of New York State, 


who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on May 9, 1955, that the Communist 
Party today, as in the past, through its members in key 
positions in the American Labor Party constitutes the force 
that controls ite 


The Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10150. 


The American Youth Congress has been designated 
by the Attorney Genersl of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10h50, 


The National Negro Congress has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10h50. 
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— is in a position to furnish securate 
information, ished information on September 27, 191, 
which reflected that one JOEN KILLENS, 430 21st Street, 
Northeast, Washington, D. C., representing the Terrell Law 
Students Association, was one of a number of individuals 
from Washington, D. C., who executed delegates! cards at 


the Convention of the American Youth Congress and he also b2 
made a contribution of $3.00. 
b7D 
C tr Associat 


E who has furnished reliable information. in 
the past, advised in the Spring and 
GRACE KILLENS were associates of 
Informant advised that through the efforts of 
GRACE KILLENS was employed for about two mont ? 
1948, at the Bulgarian Legation, Washington, D. C., where 
she did typing work, 


ALICE MARY STAPLETON appeared before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee on December 13, 1950. 
The “New York Times," issue of December 14, 1950, in an 
article entitled, "5 Red Quiz Witnesses Face Contempt 
Move" stated: "Five witnesses who refused to answer 
questions relating to Communist activities may be cited 
for contempt by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities," 


It is noted that ALICE STAPLETON of New York City 
was one of the five who refused to answer questions on the 
grounds that their answers might incriminate them, according 
to this article, 


MEET 
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— who is in a position to furnish reli 
f tión, advised on November 8 and 9, 1954, taes ——] 
en dune is at the present in a leadership capacity in 

8 Underground in the New York area, had information 


his possession which reflected that JOHNNY. 
j ied, were known to N y 
rooklyn, New York. l 
b2 


Articles appearing inthe "Daily Worker", an 
East Coast Communist newspaper, sues of June 8, 1948, 


page seven, column one, and Oc er 31, 1948, page 11, KNIE 

column five, referred to IRENZAWHGELZR es Educational b7C 

Director of the New d “MBER erican Youth for M 

Democracy. ME ME Au PR 
424 71,1444 


The files of the Passport Office, United 


States Dep » were reviewed in April, 
1954, by S and they disclosed that upon 
filing an application for passport on June 11, 1947, 


IRENE WHS LSR listed her occupation as President of the 
Manhattan American Youth for Democracy. 


Tne American Youth for Democracy has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10h50. 
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— has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on January 28, 195$, that JOHN KILLENS, 
a Negro, who presently resides in Brooklyn, New York, who 


orn and raised in Macon, Georgia, and who wag, the 
of a recently published book entitle á 
y „ had attended a meeting at the residence o 
on November 30, 1954. Informant stated tha a meeting 


was to acquaint those present with JOHN KILLENS and his 
book, N 


— has furnished rel ble n 

wan the past, advised on February 2, 1955, that 

is one of & group of indi ls who mee b2 
ə 


ently at the home of MANDELATERMAN, 42 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Chicago Council b7D 
of American Soviet Friendship. This group, which has m 
no specific name or organizational structure, commenced 5 
meetings on July ll, 1954, and their purpose is to work 
towards bringing Soviet culture and education to Chicago. 
This group actively supports and promotes Communist Party 
fremt appeals in the Chicago area, Any Communist Party 
front can feel free to call upon this group and they will 
organize and actively support their affairs, such as 
socials, lectures and fund raising. The informant stated 
that this group has no direct connection with the Chicago 
Council of American Soviet Friendship, 


who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on May 12, 1955, that the Chicago 
Council of American Soviet Friendship, since its inception 
in Chicago in the 19h0!s, has never failed to propagandize 
for Russia and the Russian way of life, The informant 
advised that the Chicago Bouncil of American Soviet 
Friendship has always been extremely critical of the United 
States domestic and foreign policy and has used speakers 
known to the informant as Communist Party members. 


ud a 
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III. MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNIST PARTY 


ACTIVITIES 
b2 
— is in a position to furnish reliable 
information, furnished information on April 17, 1954, which b7D 


reflected that the names Mr. end Mrs. JOHN KILLENS, 652 
Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, were in the records 
on the ninth floor of 832 Broadway, New York City, which 

is occupied by New Century Publishers, "Political Affairs“ 
and "Masses and Mainstream”, 


JOHN LAUTNER, a Conmunist Party functionary 
for over 20 years, who, at the time of his expulsion from 
the CP in January 1950, was Chairman of the New York State 
Review Commission, in January 1951, identified New Century 
Publishers as the pamphlet publishing house for the Communist 
Party, USA, 


Concerning "Political Affairs", the following 
is noted in the Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications, dated May 1l, 1951, prepared and released by 
the Committee on UneAmerican Activities, U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C.: 


"1. Cited as an ‘official Communist Party monthly 
theoretical organ.  !Political Affairs, formerly known as 
the Communist, "a magazine of the theory and practice of 
Marxism-Leninism published montüiy by the Communist Party of 
the United States of America," now calls itself “a magazine 
devoted to the theory and practice of Marxism-Leninism." 

Its chief editor is Eugene Dennis, executive secretary of 
the party.! 

"(Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Report No. 1920, May 11, 1948, pp. 5 and 36; 

also cited in Report No. 209, April 1, 1947, pe25.) 


"2, New name for the monthly ideological pub- 

lication of the Communist Party, the Communist. 
"(California Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, 1948, Pe 252,)" 
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Concerning "Masses and Mainstream", the following 
is noted in tne Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications, dated May 14, 1951, prepared and released by 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C.: 


"1, Cited as the successor to New Masses, 2 
Communist magazine.' 

"(Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report Noe 1953, on the Congress of American 

Women, April 26, 1950 (originally released October 

23, 1949), p. 75.) 


"2.  'Among typical examples or the Communist press 
and publications.' 

"(California Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Report w 1948, pe 496)" 


G 'QUMMINGS, 1333 Fifth Avenue, New Xork A-Y 
City, advised on February 7, 1955, that he had, inthe past, f” 
observed JOHN KILLENS at Freedom Associates, but further 
stated, that he did not know tne purpose, capacity or degree 

of association on the part of the subject with this 
organization. 


"Freedom", in its issue of March, 1955, Volume 
Five, Number Three, Page Two, reflects that it is 
published by Freedom Associates, located at 139 West 125th 
Street, New York 27, New York. 


In December, 1950] Aire has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that the editorial b2 


board of the newspaper, "Freedom", was composed, at that 

time, of Comm arty members and Communist Party b7D 
sympathizers. stated that "Freedom" was intended as 

a replacement for the Harlem edition of "The Worker", 


“= li} - 
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The July 18, 1955, issue of the "National 
Guardian, page seven, column five, reflects an advertisement 
that the Arts, Sciences and Professions Starlight Forum 
has opened its season in Penthouse 104, 59 West 71st Street 
and JOHN KILLENS, author of “Youngblood,” was to be a speaker 
at 8:30 P.M. on July A, 1955. This article advised that 
for information contact the New York Counéil of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, 35 West 64th Street, New York 


City. 


The 19)9 report of the California Committee on 
Un-American Activities, cited the "National Guardian" as 
a publication launched in New York in 1948, aiming at 
national circulation, which they found to be from its inception 
notoriously Stalinistic in its staff, writers, management 
and content. 

(1949 report of the California Senate Fact-Finding 
Committee on Un-American Activities, page 394). 


The March, 1948 issue of "The Public Record," the 
monthly publication of the United Public Workers of America - 
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CIO, reflected on page seven, a photograph of JOHN KILLENS 
and it also reflected that he was the Business Agent of 
Local 10, United Public Workers of America - CIO. 


It is to be noted, conoerning the United Public 
Workers of America, Senate Document Number 89, dated Üctober 
19, 1951, entitled, "Communist Domination of Certain Unions" 
is a report of the Sub-Committee "On Labor and Labor 
Management Relations", The subject matter of this Senate 
document is the reports of the particular committee designated 
by the Congress of Industrial Organizations to hear and 
decide the charges of Communist domination against nine of 
its affiliates, 


Page 133 of the document reflects . . on the basis 
of all of the evidence presented today, the committee 
unanimously concludes that the policbs and activities 
of the United Public Workers of America are consistently 
directed toward the establishment of the program and 
purposes of the Communist Party rather than the objectives 
and the policies set forth in the Congress of Industrial 
Organization's Constitution." 


The Committee requested that the United Public 
Workers of America be expelled from the Congress of 
Industrisl Organization. 


On March 1, 1950, the CIO officially expelled the 
United Public Workers of America from its rank as a CIO 
affiliate. This action was taken at a hearing held in 
February 1950, at which time it was decided that the United 
Public Workers of America had consistently followed the 
Communist Party line rather than strictly union policies 
and objectives laid down by the CIO. 


mm has furnished reliable information ] 
in the past, advised in February, 1955, that on January 28, b2 
1955, the California Quarterly Forum, under the auspices of 


the "California Quarterly", was held at Channing Hall, First b7D 


Unitarian Church of Los Angeles, 2936 West Eighth Street, 
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Los Ángeles, California.  Informent further advised that 
this Fa um was for the purpose of JOHN 0. KILLENS to give 
a resume' of his book, "Youngblood", 


An article appearing in the October 21, 1951 edition 
of the "Daily People's World" described & new quarterly 
magazine, identified as "The California Quarterly", a new 
"progressive publication" with editorial offices at 7070 
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. 


The "Dally People's World" is a West Coast 
Communist newspapers 


mm. has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on March 27, 1953, that in March, 
1953, THO , & me of the Editorial Board of 
"The California Quarterly" since its inception, stated b2 
in a discussion of the policies of "The California Quarterly" 

that the magazine is necessarily one of a "Marxist-Leninist b7D 
objective“. 


mmm, has furnished reliable i 
in the past, advised on March 15, 1952, thay | 
as of March, 1952, was a member at large of 8 os aK Lita 
Angeles County Communist Party» ug 


"The California Quarterly" Volume three, number 

ssued late in 1954, and as early as May, 1955, was 

st issue of "The California Quarterly" and identifies 
VENSON as the Managing Sditor and THOMAS MC GRATH 

ber at large of the Editorial Board. i 

Adsl. u TRE CALIFORNIA QUARTERLY | 

ROY HUGGINS, Malibu: Beach, California, self- 

admitted former member of the Los Angeles County Communist 

Party in 1940 and between 1943 and 1947, testified before 

the House Committee on UneAmerican Activities in Los 

Angeles, California, on September 29, 1952, at which time 

ne identified PHILIP STEVENSON as a memb of the Los 

Angeles County Communist Party, sometime during that period. 


LT 
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— no is in a position to furntah accurate 
information and who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised in March, 1955, that the Hungarian 
Legation in Washington, D C., hed mailed invitations for 
receptions to be held at the Hungarian Legation on April 

2 and 4, 1955, both in "celebration of the tenth „anniversary 
of the liberation of Hungary by the Soviet army." 


9 

mmm, is in & position to furnish accurate p 
information and who has furnished reliable information b7D 
in the past, advised on March 15, 1955, that the reception 
by the Hungarian Legation on April 2, 1955, was for 
approximately 200 individuals, who were described as being 
from the "Hungarian colony". The informant advised that the 
reception on April 4, 1955, was for approximately 300 
individuals, described as diplomatic personnel. 


mmm, is in a position to furnish accurate 
information, furnished information on March 12, 1955, which 


reflected that the Hungarian Legation, Washington, D.C., 
sent out letters with printed invitations on this date, 
which read as follows: 


"In celebration of the tenth anniversary of the 
liberation of Hungary by the Soviet army, the Minister of 
the Hungarian People's Republic and Madam Szarka request 
the honor of the company of at the reception on 
Monday, the fourth of April, from seven to nine o'clock, 
at the Legation." 


Informant advised that one of the above letters 


was directed to Mr. and Mrs. JOHN KILLIUS, 652 Lafayette 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 


The election records for the yn, 
New York, as caused to be checked by SE on 
March 2, 1955, reflected that JOHN O. KILL&NS, Hancock 


Street, Brooklyn, New Yoru, registered a preference for the 
American Labor Party in 1949. These records, as caused to 
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be checked by — Un. Merch 10, 1955, reflected 
that JOHN Q. KILLENS Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York, registered a preference for the American Labor Party 
for the years 1950 through 1952. 


IVe. MISCELLANEOUS 


The records of Bureau, Atlanta, bic 
Georgia, as checked by ss es April 8, 1955, 
and records o a, ce Department, as 
checked by — on Peers 12, 1955, failed 
ve reflect any record of the subject, 


. The 1953 eleetion records of ine Boi of Brooklyn, 
Rew. York, | As caused to be checked by S on 
March 2, 1955, reflected that JOHN KILLENS, 652 Lafayette 


Avenue, registered & preference for one of tne two major 
political parties in 1953; was 37 years of age; married; 
five years in the city and State; |, years in the district; 
and was Deze pn Paste Pte ews WILLIE eA KILLE 
WILLE P oii yn. Mic E suus 
The election records for the Ves rook 
New York, refleoted on March 2, 1955, that the subiectis 
wife, GRACE, of 66 Hencock Street, Brooklyn, New York, 
registered a preference for the ALP in 1949. These election 
records for 1949 elso refle the following regarding 
the subjeot's mother, ie. Con residence - 66 
Hancock Streets age - n 585 United States; first Im 
vote; registered a preference for thé ALP. I a 
AME RAUS... be A. E pe da ! 


Ra& ..PA&Ty. - 134 T= 
The election records for the sus: | yn, 
New York, as caused to be cheoked by SE on 
March 10, 1955, reflected that the subject's wife, GRACE, and 
his mother, WILLIE C. KILLENS, both of 652 Lafayette Avenue, 
Brooklyn, registered a preference for the ALP for the years ix 
1950 through 1952. j 54 T" AVE. b7C 
ed : 


di New 
York, as caused to be checked by = 1 lIon 
February 1, 1955, reflected that a suit was brought against 
the subject on October 8, 1951, by the Langsburg Brothers, 
New York City, for $32.80. 
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The records of the Bureau of NENNEN 
York City, as caused to be checked by SE 
on February 3, 1955, failed to reflect a current drivér 
license or a 1954 registration for the subject or his wife. 


New York informants, who have furnished reliable 


information in the past and who are familiar with some HUE 
Communist activities in the New York area, were contacted 
in January and Fébruary 1955, with negative results, 
The following. desoription of the. Zub jeot was 
furn Administration records, New York : 
City Morris Brown Collage, Atlanta, 
Georgia; ords of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
Atlanta, 38 N 
Name „ JOHN OLIVER KILLÉNS 
Alisses „John O. Killens 
PUE . John Killens 
Race Ne gro 
Residence N 652 Lafayette Avenue, 
| Brooklyn, New York. 
Date of Birth .- January 1h, 1916, Macon, 
Bibb County, Georgia. 
Eyes Brown . 
Hair Black 
Height 5198 
Weight 140 lbas 
Marital Status Married 
Immediate Relatives: 
Father CHARLES MILES KILLENS 
address unknown 
Mother WILLIE LEE COLEMAN KILLZENS- : 
652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, 
=o iln 
Wife | ! ONS; dez of birth 
Son b7C 
n parents 
m 2 | LAFAYE rre Ave. 
‘ „ 
Nee N. VY 


Bien T n à 
bed H 
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Military Service: 
United States 
Army 


Army Serial 
Number 


BARBARA DIC 
ate of birth 

Washington, DC, resides 

parents CSA LAFAYETTE AVE 


S RookLyN, NY. 
July 17, 1942 = December 3, 
1945 


3319228) 


Veterans Administration 


Claim Number 


CONF 


734.8273 
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INE ORBANTS 


Tdexitity 


— 


Office 


Nn 
NN 


4 4 ? p^ 
ADMIMISTHATIYE PAGE. : 
Seed aoe oa 


Date of activity "Agent to File Number 
paie sess Bate whom wire, 


— Furnished -Located ~- 


4 


4/8/53 2/9/53 100-80675- 
Du „ 5166 

JOHN KILLENS 6/3/54 100-93553- 

Scheduled . 1B512 


speaker for 
"ASP STarlight 
Forum" . 


12/14/54 | 12/8/54 * 100-1023975 


Used to document the New York Council of the 
Arta, Sciences, and Professions, 


1/22/55 — 2/3/55 


ora b2 
ECOL M Aaa M ius as BID 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


Identity 
of Source 


— 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
And/or Description Date whm where 
of Information Received Furnished -Located 


1/22/55 2/3/55 


b2 
HIG 


Used to document the Hollywood Arts, Sciences 
and Professions Council. 


Used to document the American Labor Party. 


Used to document the American Labor Party. 


One JOHN 9/27/41 
KILLENS 

executed Delegates 

card et AYC 

Convention. 


Subject associate Spring of 
1949 


BIC 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D, ) 


INFORMANTS (CONT*D.)} 


Identity 
Source 


Date of Activity Agent to 
And/or Description Date Whom 
f Information R ed F $ 
11/8,9/54 


had information 


that subject 


Subject was left 1/8/51 b7D 


a message by 
JAMES JACKSON 


Lg 2h We 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D.) 


File Number 
Where 
Located 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D. ) 


- 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 
Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
Identity and/or Description Date Whom Where 
f t Received F O te 
14/30/51. 1/28/55 100-102397-11 
8 


Used to document the Chicago Council of 
American Soviet Friendship. 


Subject's name 4/17/54 
in possession of 
New Century Publishers 


Used to document Freedom Associates 


b7D 


E BB ot 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
INFORMANTS (GOQNT'D) 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 

Identity And/or Desoription Date whom where 

of Souree of Information Received Furnished Located 
pr d 1/28/55 2/1/55 2 

| b2 
i * B b7D 
| Used to document "The California Quarterly". 
ormer ! 

informant, 

concealed by 

request) 


4/55 3/2/55 SA 100-102397-26 
b7C 
l oral 


24/55 3/15/55 00-102397-26 


- 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
Identity And/or Description Date whom where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 
Anonymous Letter from 3/12/55 
Source as Hungarian Legation, 
reflected Wash., D.C., directed 
in WFO let to Mr. and Mrs. JOHN 
to Director, KILLIUS. 


entitled, 
"JOHN KILLIUS, 
IS-HU*", dated 
4/5/55, 


New York informants mentioned in the details, as 
being contacted with negative results, ere as follows: 


Contacted on — by SA 


b2 Contacted on 1/28/55 by SA 
RICHARD H. BLASSER. 
b7D | 


A 


Contacted on 2/1/55 by SA 
ALEXANDER C. BURLINSON, 


Contaoted on I by SA 


Cereful consideration has been given to each 
Source concealed and T symbols were utilized in this report 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed, 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
MISCELLANEOUS 


It is to be noted that GRACE KILLENS, wife of 
the subject, is on the Security Index of the NYO. Bufile 
100-406272; NYO file 100-102803. 


Ihe pretext telephone call to the subj 
mum mentioned in the details, was made by 8 
to elicit from him information regarding residence 
and marital status of GRACE KILLENS, his wife. Employment b7C 
pretext was used, 


The pretext telephone call, mentioned in this report 
as being made on 9/14/55, was made by SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES 
Lo the subject to eiicit from him his ace of residence 


LEADS 


NEW YORK 


At Breokiyn, New York 


l. Will determine if the subject has any other 
employment than that of a writer. 


2. Will verify residence at 652 Lafayette Ave., 
B'klyn, NY, through neighborhood investigation or personal 
observation. 
WASHINGTON FIELD 

At Washington, D.C. 


le Will determine from records of Terrell Law 
School if subject attended that law school from 1939-42. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT!D.) 
LEADS (CONT'D, ) 


2. In view of the fact subject formerly resided 
and worked in Washington, D.C., will furnish the NYO with 
any pertinent information that may appear in the WFO 
indices, 


3. In report of SA LEWIS E. GLENN, dated November 
29, 1949, at Washington Field, entitled, "Communist Infiltration 
of United Public Workers of America, CIO; I8-C," it is reflected 
that during the course of an investigation conducted in 1912, 
under the provisions of the Hatch Act, KILLENS was interviewed. 
If WFO is in possession of more detailed information regarding 
this interview than that reflected in 3A GLENN's report it 
should be reflected in a WFO report re subject. 


It is to be noted that WFO in letter to 
Director, dated April 5, 1955, entitled "JOHN KILLIUS; IS-HU," 
requested a copy of New York report regarding the subject. 
It is also noted that a copy of WFO letter was filed in 
WFO 105-l.6h9-Bub I, 


Sen Francisco airtel to NY, 1/26/55. / 
REFERENCES - 277 5685 


NY airtel 
Memo of Chicago, to SAC, 
Chicago, 2/11/55, forwarde 
Copy of Memo of 
Los Angeles, to SAC, LA, 3/10 
NY letter to Atl or 
Copy of Memo of Los ne 
Angeles, to SAC, LA, dated l/ ^ 
Atlanta letter to NY, 5/26/55. 
Washington Field letter to Director, FBI, 


4/5/55. | 
MM 6110758. t 6.55 
' NY airtel to Chieago and Los Angeles, 8/19/55. p 


Los eles airtel to NY, 8/25/55, 
ben letter to NY, YEW Ee 
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Repor — 
FD- 265 NI: 550 ud ` Ea 
a V R A Ci 


FEDERAL BUREA INVESTIGATION 


Pporting ¢ Ice ) ce o TAF " n 8 Investigative eríiod DE 
wn YORK NEW YORK 12/2/55 | 10/26; 11/10,23,28/55 
TITLE OF CASE 7 di 


Report made bv Typed By 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


) A |*| SECURITY MATTER - C 


P cag n 


Subject self-employed as writer and is in process of writing ! 

a book. Subject resides with wife at 652 Lafayette Ave, / 
Brooklyn, N. T. The National Council of Arts, Sciencesand » / A — 
Professions announced a calendar of "ASP Starlight Forums" ‘ 

to be held in NYC on 7/10, 17, 2h, 31; 8/7, 1h, 21, 28/55, 


and IHN not further identified, was scheduled to 
participate in the forums, 
=p V 
1 "D. 7 Ac 
N 0 REQ REC'D.. / 
ETAILS: I. BACKGROUND AUG3 1961 


A. Employment 


On October 26, 1955, an agent of the au Bureau pure 
of Investigation interviewed the subject under pretext, after 
having been first introduced to the subject by the subject!s 
wife, at his residence at 652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York. The subject advised that he is self-employed as a 


E EE AAE RR 
ze 
q = 


2 . / 
by X 


2 7 writer, that he is in the process of writing another book, V 
m. which would be his second, and that he did not have time for 
^7**^ other employment. E d 


Special Agent t ite 1 es b 
»proved SEC, aj 7 in Charge Do not write tn spaces below 
is 


pies made 


3 New York (100-102397) . 4 


i48 MAY 15 1972 i 


REP'T FORW 7 20 


Cre 14:37? F 
b N C mt — (J?) le Ahhh? w 
perty of fat . fade por! Andi; TR ontents are to be distr : uut ads 


agency to wni^n loaned 


Vs ORE ANT PRIVAT SG OF ILE 19 Q 344750 


r E '————— i ee eee 


v. | 0. 4 
colto: 
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It is to be noted that subject is the author of a book entitled, 
"Youngblood." 


Concerning "Youngblood," the subject advised that this book had sold 
better than he had anticipated, consequently, he did not have any extra 
copies available. The subject stated that "Youngblood" would soon be 
published in the pocket-sized edition. 


II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 
l. Communist Party Front Organizations 


T-1, who has furnished reliable information in the past, furnished 
literature on July 21, 1955, which reflected that the National Council 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions announced a calendar of "ASP l 
Starlight Foruns" to be held at 59 West 7lst Street, New York City, t 
Penthouse 10A. These forums were scheduled to take place on July 10, 
17,25,31; August 7,14,21,28, 1955. JOHN KILLENS, not further identified, 
was among those scheduled to participate in the forums. 


The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions has been 
cited as a Communist front (Congressional Committee on Un-American 
Activities. . House Report Number 1954, April /, 1950) on page 82 
in the "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications dated May 1h, 
1951, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
United States House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 


epe 


-- 
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INFORMANTS 5 7" 
V ate of Activity Agent to File Numb 
Identity Or Description Date whom Pa ii 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 
JOHN KILLENS 1/21/55 — 
scheduled to 100-93553- 
participate in 1714 att. 1,2,3 
"ASP Starlight bc 
p2 Forums," 
b7D Careful consideration has been given to the source concealed 
and the T symbol was utilized in this report only in that instance 
where the identity of the source must be concealed. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
The pretext i 
was conducted by S b7C 
OTE 
LEADS 
NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 


le Will contact appropriate informants to determine the current 
activities of the subject. 


2. Will report the results of the investigation requested in 
report of SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES, NY, 10/12/55, from WFO. 


REFERENCE 


Report of RENJAMIN F. GRAVES, New York, 10/12/55, 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
X 


Form No 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK CONFTIXEN TI. 


REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN | PERIOD FOR „8 MADE | REPORT MADE BY l 
| „ 28-30: b7C 

. 

TITLE ie — i dis | | DD m € CHARACTER OF CASE E e 

JOHN OLIVER KILLENS | SECURITY MATT R - C 

| 

ty SYNOPSIS OF FACTS " njal o^ SPAS yat- Am f. - , „ 7 
hy p j ii vt d 


| 
| 
Additional background information concerning suoject | 
set forth. During interview 2/26/42 subject admitted being | 
a member of WCDA and associated with American Youth 
Congress and National Negro Jonzresse Informant 
advised subject member of Washington Bookshop and other | 
informants provided information which showed subject was | 
3 1 


member of UNAVA. Informants i 
E in possession of b7C 
| ! = RUG = 


mee qo USs;Q 7 
1 REQ REC D. D- Gs 
DETAILS: AT WASHINITON, D... AUG S 196} 
PIRA Eie BER k A A ANS 
I. BACKGROUND er Pg ap] 
A. EDUCATION ke Lisem pir TW K2Tihe, s 


On November 2 


Oh, De 


ng . ill Law School, 
made available to SA the record of 


subject's attendance a s school. The record shows 
that JOHN OLIVER KILLZNS, date of birth January li, 1916, 


17—— — a -—-—— 
à pes X E 
um ne „ 2s " 
24 MS! 3 —— t, Ju 7 Cu — — 
ä 9 | ee BO NOT WRITE IN THESE OF cES 
OPIES DESTR zx LOS Z 7/ 3 Y- * 
13 MAY lige: REPORT E IE TEC : 
l,- Bureau " 
3 - New York (100-1023977 1 
(RM) | e . 
l - Washington Field 


am, 


(105-11703) Mb as al 
TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED A" THE AGENCY 


PROPERAY OF FAE DET 8480 
TO WHICH LOANED 


U $ GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—59255 3 


- 
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enroiled at the Terrell Law School on September 30, 1939, 
and continued until July 3, 1942, at which time he withdrew 
to enter the United States Army. During KILLENS' attendance 
at the sbhool he was employed as a clerk at the National 
Labor Relations Board. The records show further that no 
degree was conferred, and that subject's parents were shown 
as CARLES Marti] WILLIE e rt. 
ill” bes i D 


DA B. RESIDENCES duse 


“edf, 2 
A. 


L 
Jj 
e ba 


£ 
pn 


-aiy œ 
ve 
FN. 
- «=r 


à e r. Hir e. 
Cp 


PINE 


The above school records reflected that in 1939 
the subject resided at 3120 13th Street, N.W., and that in 1 
1942 he lived with his parents at 430 21st Street, N.E.W 2 J 


^oc 


LLS 
S b of the Washington, D.., Credit Bureau 570 
as checked by SE on November 29, 1955, iii 
reflected that as © ctober 6, » the subject and his 


wife, GRACE,/ had been residing i tment 11, 2007 Maryland 
Avenues, N. E., since April 17, i946. Previous residences 
in addition to those set forth above were shown as 722 Hobart 
Street, N. K. E 501 U Street, N.W. 

* Sr H al 4 


c 


— 


The 1954 Washington, D.C., City Directory shows 
that one JOHN O. KILLENS residéd in Apartment 11, 2007 Maryland 
Avenue, N. E., and the current Washington, D. G., Telephone Directory, 
corrected to September 15, 1955, shows one JOHN O. KILLENS 
as residing at 270) Irving AM S.E. 


ho AF VA 


4. 


On November 25, 
National Capital Housing /AuthovIty, eric oug 
Project, Alabama Avenue fat Stanton Road, S,E., advisad . 


S one 


QE esidents s ! ove 


stated THAI. 1 [signed the lease fo 
e above premises on December 6, 1954, end at the /time of signing 
he resided at 2007 Maryland Avenue, Nek. The person listed on 
the lease as the one to notify in case of emepgen M. 
KILLENS, 430 2lst Street, N. E. 
"T y ‘a 
C. EMPLOYMENT RAS, 
Credit records mentioned above show that as of 
October 6, 1947, the subject was employed as Business Agent for 
the United Public Workers of America, Congress of Industrial 
Organizationy, Local Number 10, 718 5th Street, N. U., having been 


ae ie 
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appointed to this position in July, 1946. These records 

show furtner that the suoject was in the United States Army 
from July, 1942, until December, 1945, and that from 

April 27, 1936, until his induction in the United States Army, 
KILLENS was employed as a Clerk by the National Labor Relations 
Board, Washington, D.C. 


Subject's file at the National Labor Relations Board 
was reviewed in early 1942 in connection with a Hatch Act 
investigation. This file reflected that KILL:NS was employed 
at National Labor Relations Board on April 27, 1936, as a 
messenger and at the time of file review his position was 
Assistant Mail and Files Clerk. 


D, CRIMINAL 


The t olitan Police Department as 
checked by SE on November 28, 1955, reflected b7C 
no record for JOH ILLENS; at all times an indefinite number of 


unidentified records ars Out of File and not available for review. 
II. ACTIVITIES IN COMMUNIST PARTY FRONTS 


The Communist Party has deen designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 104.50. 


On February 26, 1 JOHN OLIVER KILL-NS was inter- 
viewed under oath by S At that time KILLENS b7C 
stated that he had been a member ol the Washington Committee 

for Democratic Action. He also stated et the time that he had 

been a delegate to a conference of the American Youth Congress 

held in 1941, and thet he had participated in the activities 

end had made contributions to the National Negro Congress, but 

that he was never an active member of this organization. 


The Washington Comittee for Democratic Action, the 
American Youth Congress, and the National Negro Congress have 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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On December 13, 1947, Confidential Informant 
who wes in a position to furnish information concerning the 57 
Washington Bookshop Association, advised that the name JOHN 
O. KILLENS, 430 21st Street, N. E., was among those names : 
contsined in the expired membership list of the Washington 
Bookshop Association, which organization has been designated | 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10150. 


In August and October, 1946, Confidential Informant 4 
L who was in a position to furnish reliable inforgation, 
made information available which showed that JOHN OCRILLENS, í ^ 
2007 Maryland Avenue, N.E., was Commander of the Washington  . es 
Chapter of the United Negro and Allied Veterans of America. b7D 


In addition to the abeve, Confidential Informant 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, made available 
on April 24, 1951, a souvenir program entitled "Nation's Capital 
City-wide Veterans Conference", which conference was held on 
May 31 and June 1, 2, 1946. This pamphlet shows that the 
conference was sponsored by the Washington Provisional Committee 
of the united Negro and Allied Veterans of America, and that 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS was the Chairman of this Committee. 


The list of events contained in the program showed 
that JOHN OLIVER KILLENS was scheduled to give the keynote speech 
at a session of the conference scheduled for May 31, 1946, at the 
Vermont Avenue Baptist Church, Washington, D.C. 


The United Negro and Allied Veterans of America has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

III. MISCELLANEOUS 


On April 20, 1948, Confidential Tarernant "ho vas 
in a position to furnish reliable information, advise at the 


name JOHN KILLENS, 2007 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Apartment 11, b2 
was in the possession of nu 


On August lj, 1954, Confidential opes, BEI El, 
was in a position to furnish relia»le information d that 
the name JOHN KILLNS was in the possession fl.. 
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d On Fehruary 26, 1953, Confidential Informant{___] 
who f ed reliable information in the past, advise 
that was then a member of the Communist 


Part e informant advised periodically during 1954 
that was a current member of the Communist Party b2 
and dur S time was a member of the City Committee of the b7 
Communist Party in the District of Columbia, is 


^ 


— 
ol November 2, 1955, Confidential Intoment[ a 
self-admitted former member of the Communist Party and Communist 
Political Association, 1934 - 1946, who was active in secret 
government Communist Party groups in a leadership capacity in 
Washington, D.C., and Denver, Colorado, 1935 - 1946, and who is 
in a position to furnish information concerning Communist 
activities within the Nationel Labor Relations Board, advised 
that he recalls the suoject as being a National Labor Relations 
Board employee, but did not know the subject to be a member 

of the Communist Party while employed there, 


LV. SIGNED STATEMENT FURNISHED BY SUBJ SCT 


"Washington, D.C. 
February 26, 192 


"Statement of JOHN OLIVER KILLENS, made 


in the presence of Special Agent 3. F. RYAN e 
end StenographerL —-———. — —- -|Pederel Buresu 7° 
of Investigation. Questions by Mr. RYAN. 


O0. Mr. KILLUNS, the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
getion was em»owered by the 77th Congress 
of the United States, under Public Law 135, 
to investigate the employees of the Federal 
Government who are alleged members of sub- 
versive organizations or who advocate the 
overthrow of the Federal Government, and 
m-xe a report to Congress. The purpose of 
this interview is to allow you an opportunity 
to answer auestions concerning information 
which has been received by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation about alleged activities on 
your part. The questions I am avout to ask 
you may be answered if you so desire, and 
you will be given an opportunity to make any 
stetement of your own which you feel will 
fairly present your side of the auestion. A 
copy of the report of the investigation, in- 
corporating your statement, will be furnished 


ee 
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"a e 


"A Š 


"to the agency which employs you. Do you 
have any objection to meking this statement 
under oath? 


No. 

Would you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, 

the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

I doo 

Will you stave your full name, please? 

JOHN OLIVER KILLENS, 

Where do you live? 

430 Twenty-first Street, Nk. 

Where are you employed? 

National Labor Relations Board. 

In what capacity? 

Clerk - classification clerk. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member 

of any organization which advocates the 
overthrow of the Federal Government? 

No, indeed. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member 

of any organization which advocates dis- 
loyalty to the Federal Government? 

No. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member 

of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action? 

I am not now, I have been. 

What occasioned your membership in the 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action? 

I was approached by someone (I don't 

remember who) who showed me the program of 
the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action, and I thought it was a nice program, 
so I joined, about three years ago, I believe, 
I was a member about a year. I did not renew 
my membership. 

In what activities of the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action were you a participant? 
I don't believe I was a participant in any 
activities. I was just a member, that is alle 
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"A. 


"o. 


"As 


Did you ever contribute money or services 

to the Washington Com ittee for Democratic 
Action? 

I contributed one dollar mnembev ship; that's 
all. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member 

of the American Youth Congress? 

I was a delegate to the American Youth 
Congress last year. 

A delegate from where? 

National Council of Law Students. 

Did you contribute money or services to 

the American Youth Congress? 

I did not. 

Did you participate in any of its activities? 
I attended a Conzress in July, I believe. As 
a delegate I participated in the conference 
that was held, but nothing else. 

Are you now or have you ever osen a member of 
the National Negro Congress? 

I was never an official member of the National 
Negro Congress. 

Have you ever participated in any of the 
activities of the National Negro Congress? 

I em sure I have at various times participated 
in activities of the Congress in Washington. 
What was the nature of these activities? 

I have attended various meetings on police 
brutality which the Congress sponsored, and 
the Congress--I believe they sponsored various 
drives throughout the year where you made 
contributions. I have made contributions to 
the Congress, about four years ago. 

Have you ever contriouted services to the 
National Negro Congress? 

I have not. 

At this time you may have the opportunity of 
making any statement of your own which you 
think is pertinent to this inquiry if you so 
dei sre, 

I would like to state at the time of joining 
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
i did not think it was affiliated with any 
party or had any affiliations that advocated 
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ne 


"the overthrow of our Government or disloyalty 
to our Government. The same is true of the 
National Negro Congress and the American Youth 


Congress. 
"Q. All right, thank you very much. 


WFO 105#11703 


"Witness: "/s5/ JOHN O. KILLENS 


"/s/n. F. RYAN 
"Special Agent 
“Federal Bureau of Investigation 


"Washinzton, D.C." 
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WFO 105-11703 


Date of Activity 
Identity Or Description Date 


of Source of Information Received 


Anonymous 


Anonymous 


Position in 4/24/51 
UNAVA 
8 eme visable) 


Agent to 
whom 
Furnished 


| | 


File Number 
where 


Located _ 


100-17799-LA(9) 


Subject'!s name 1/20/48 E a Pe 2 PD 

in B 
y reaues 

in i 

ap. | 


— Negative Contact 11/2/55 
By reouest 


Instant report 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and "T" symools were utilized in the report only in those 
instances where tue identities of the sources must be concealed. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA BENJAMIN F. GRAU S dated 10/12/55 


at New York. 
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Office Menu, UIM * UNITEL Lo GOVERNMENT 


TO : DLIR&CTOR, FBI (105-37137) 
SAC, NeW YORK (100-102397) 


SUBJECT: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS j 


3M-C 


: bic 


DATE 1/27/56 


njajo? spam] et^ 


Informants of the NYO were contacted in December, 1955, 


and early January, 1956, concerning the 
results. 


Subject witn negative 


hed information with 


On d (FL urn! 
reference to a meeting 5 Section Organizers," of Kings County 
CP, held that evening at jesdquarters, 1212 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, 


NY. 


meeting proper was begun b 


Jy GLORGE (believed to 


i$ 
be cron FISCHER) and his remarks concerned political events 
which afe being scheduled io occur, including: 


The Brooklyn elections in the 
to be NAACP). GrO0RGE pointeo out that t 


N doable A (believed 
he Negro isaders in 


DPooxlyn want to unseat "Presicent NORMAN JUHNSUN ana we believe 


it is a good effort. JOHNSON Should ste 
are against JOHNSON", 


p asice, The ministers 


GEORGE mentioned that a meeting with reference to the 
"N double A elections" was to occur at P. S. 35, Decatur St, 
and Lewis Ave, (No dates Specified). ‘GEORGE said that "We would 


like to see the slate of Rev. SHOCKLEY à 


phonetic) win. Negro 


leaders want to unseat JONON and we think it is a rood etvort", 


GeORGL obsarved that of those on the v Jd 


KULLE!, (phonetic) running ac einst MC CAR 


Salvagec., "Vote lor the SHUCKLEY (phone 


NSON slate, one JOaNNY 
E (phonetic) should pe 
tic) slate, except MC CABE". 


Investigation i continuing to cetermine it tne subject 


is icentical with JOHAN ULL&M (phon. ti 
«2^ Bureau (102-37137) ET 
l- NY 120-102397 Hee 
CMH; val s 
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Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37137) DATE 2PR c 


1 
oben) : SAC, NEY YORK (100-102397) 
* 


SUBJECT: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SM-C 


L Re Bu o-1 dated 3/29/56, and NY let to Bureau dated 1/27/56. 


On 2/15/56, NY 1212-8 orally advised F the b7C 
subject in December, 1955, was elected as a member-at-large on the staff of the 


The Philadelphia Office has furnished the NYO with a memorandum dated 2/9/56, 
which disclosed that the subject was the featured speaker of the "FRIDAY FORUM" 
held at Melrose Park, Pennsylvania on 12/9/55. 


The subject elaborated on the following issues during the course of his 
speech: Discussion of a number of incidents occurring in the South in which the 
Civil Rights of Negroes were violated, Desegregation in sbhools and efforts by 
the NAACP to aid the Negro. 


The subject also read a chapter from his new novel which is now in NR. 
preparation. This novel deals with the problems of Negro soldiers during World | 
War II, and according to the subject most of the action takes place in the South | 
Pacific where he himself was stationed during the war. 


A search of tne indices of the NYO failed to reflect any information p 
concerning the "FRIDAY FORUM". 9 
The Philadelphia Office has been requested to furnish documentation, for 
the above organization as well as to ascertain whether the subject mentioned any 
connection with the Brooklyn, NY, NAACP during his visit to Philadelphia en 12/9/" . 


Upon receipt of the requested information the NYO will submit a report 
promptly in this matter. 


(Ð Bureau (105-37137) (Ri) . 
1 - New York (100-102397) n. 


{> rey - - 
CMH scam ' fh ya LE mL "om A 
(3) Edi — — — 7 S 
PE 14 APR 1] 1956 S 
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Nr MT e» 


SAC, New York (100-102397) June 27, 1956 


*EGURDED 49 
Director, FBI (105-37137) —/0 


JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reurlet dated companying BIC 
report of Special Agent " 


Authority to interview the subject is denied. 


It is noted that you have developed no evidence 
of Communist Party activity on the part of the subject. 
His principal activity has to do with the National 


Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He \\ / 
is employed as a writer and his books de b7¢ | ¥ 
controversial subject of race relations. 3 l 


interviewed and found uncooperative. In the absence of 
some indication that this interview will be productive, 
authority for it is denied. 


YELLOW: Not on SI. He was member Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action, 1942; delegate to American Youth 
Congress, 1941; active but not member of National Negro 
Congress, 1942. One J"hn Killens was commander, Washington 
Chapter UNAVA, 1946; name John Killens on membership list 
Washington Bookshép Association, 1947. Subject registered 
ALP, 1950-1952; spoke before HASP, Los Angeles, and at 
Friday Forum, Philadelphia, 1955. Has been acquainted 

with communist leader James E. Jackson prior to 1951. 


OTM: ph: ple 
(4) 
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Office Menu. mdum . UNITED STA i$ GOVERNMENT 
Cm 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37137) TE 6/15/56 — 
N SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) . 
5 — 
SUBJECT: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 


SM-C 


Rerep of F dated as above, 
NY, four copies of which are enclosed. 


Bureau authority is requested to interview 
captioned subject about whom the following information 
is furnished: 


1) The subject is a member of the Negro race, 
who resides at 652 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, NY, and is 
self-employed as a writer at his residence. 


2) The subject is married to GRACE KILLENS, who 
is a member of the Negro race and is employed by Edwards 
L. Cleaveland Day Care Center, 1185 Park Place, Brooklyn, 


3) The following information concerning the 
subject was obtained from reliable informants and interviews 
of the subject on the dates indicated: 

2/26/42 Subject was interviewed under oath 
during the course of an investigation 
under the provisions of the Hatch 
Act, at which time he admitted 
having been a member of the 
" Washington Committee for Democratic 

te Action; admitted being a delegate 

aa to the American Youth Congress in 

aer part 1941; and admitted participation 

| in the activities of the National 
Negro Congress, but that he was never 
an active member of this organization. 


One JOHN O. KILLENS was Commander 
of the Washington Chapter of the 
United Negro and Allied Veterans 


August, 1946 
October, 1946 


of America. 
YAS y 37137-/0 
J ae 12/13/47 Subject's n aed | ae names 
SO contained in the expired membership 
i list of Washington Bookshop Association. 
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DIRECTOR, BI 


Re: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SM-C 


8/29/51 
“ae 

3/10/55 

2/3/55 

P 

2/15/56 


5/1/56 


Subject, upon interview, advised 
that he was ac 
EDWARD JACKSON b7C 


Subject registered a preference 
for the American Labor Party for 
the years 1950 through 1952. 


Subject made short talk regarding 
his book, "Young Blood," at a 
Social of the Hollywood Arts, 
Sciences and Professions Council 
on 1/22/55, held at Los Angeles, 
California. 


Subject featured speaker re 

dese gration, civil rights, Negro 
problems, and his book, "Young 
Blood," at "Friday Forum" held at 
Melrose Park, Pennsylvania on 
12/9/55. 


Subject elected as member-at-large 
on the staff of the Brooklyn NAACP 
in December, 1955. 


Subject active in Brooklyn, NY, chapter 
NAACP, 


ry 
2M 
/ 
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ty 


Informants, who have furnished rel 
in the past, furnished information reflectin 
was employedty New Age Publishers, Inc., publishers of "Weekly p7 
Review," reported as YCL publication in NYC 1942-1943; 
employed by Amtorg Trading Corporation, NYC, 1942; employed 
as a receptionist with United Public Workers of America (UPWA), 
Washington, D.C., 1947-1949; employed as a secretary, Bulgarian 
Legation, Washington, D.C., March, 1948; and employed 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


Re: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SM-C 


with UPWA at various locations, NYC, 1949-1952. [ — 1] 
as named as CP member in material in possession of 
RALPH GLICK, CP underground leader, NYC, in November, 


1954. 


E interviewed on 8/19/54, and was 
uncooperative. 


5) There is no information available indicatin 
ny of subject's immediate relatives other nad 
ave been members of a basic revolutionary group,. 


6) There is no information available indicating 
that the subject has defected or been expelled from the 


T) It is believed that an interview with the 
subject could provide information regarding his past 
connections with the CP and related front groups, as well 
as indicate his present sympathies toward the Communist 
movement, 


Bureau authority is requested to interview the 
subject in accordance with existing instructions relating 
to interviews of security subjects. If the subject is 
cooperative, no affirmative steps will be taken during 
the initial interview to direct his activities, but a 
separate communication will be directed to the Bureau 
setting forth the results of the interview and requesting 
Bureau authority to recontact the subject as a potential 
security informant. 


b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


CCC ei e Bore crt DEI EUR T ERI 

"Const ng Offi + nefie of Origin | pe 27.801 1 37 210, 272/715 16; 
| 6/15/56 05 3,9,27;5/1,2,0, 

C NB LORE iss OR OB MB UE aa a 


| 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS F e mfw. 
D apa, lee 


— À—À MÀÓ— 


synop is 


. resides at 652 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, NY, and 
y is f-employed as a writer, Subject reliably reported 
to have been featured speaker at "Friday Forum" held 
at Melrose Park, Pennsylvania, on 12/9/55, Subject 
reliably reported elected as meuber-at-large on staff 
of Brooklyn, NY, NAACP in December, 1955, and as of 
5/1/56, active in recruiting new members in NAACP 
in Brooklyn. Subject's book, "Young Blood," reviewed 
by "Daily Worker" 4/5/56, 


Hu Theon. 7] 


dici REQ REC'D. 7. /(- &/ 
DETAILS: I BACKGROUND er AUG3 1961 
A, Residence „ (BY 


Ae CCC A . feror RN 
On March 29, 1956, a pretext telephone call Was 
made by a Special Agent of the FB 2 Lafayette 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, telephone number ST 9-5428, 


ENCLOSURE 


Do "^t write |i: Spares below 


“Spectat Ag ^ e] 


Appreved in Charg: 
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Property of FBI - This report ts loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its * 


the agency to which loaned 
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NY 100-102397 


The person answering the call identified himself as JOHN 
KILLENS, and advised that he resides at the above 
address. 


B. loyment 


On March 29, 1956, a pretèxt telephone call was 
made by a Special Agent of the FBI to 652 Lafayette 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, telephone number ST 9-5428. 
The person answerlng the call identified himself as JOHN 
KILLENS, and advised that he was employed at home as a 
writer, and that he was getting a new book ready for 
publication. 


II AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


A. Miscellaneous Communist 


Party (CP) Activities 


The CP nas been designated by the Attorney 
1850 of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


1) "Friday Forum" 


who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised that the "Friday Forum" is a Philadelphia 
neighborhood disaussion group composed of a nucleus of 
Communists, 


ma who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on December 13, 1955, and January 11, 
1956, that the subject was the featured speaker of the 
"Friday Forum" held at Melrose — Pennsylvania, on 
December 9, 1955. According to during the course of 
his speech, the subject elaborated on the following 
issues: 


Discussion of a number of dmeddbemtes occurring 
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in the South in which the civil rights of Negroes 
were violated, 


Desegregation in the schools, and efforts by the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) to aid the Negro. 


The subject also read a chapter from his new 
novel, which is now in preparation. This novel deals 
with the problems of Negro soldiers during World War II, 
and according to the subject, most of the action takes 
place in the South Pacific where the subject was stationed 
during the war. 


After the speech, a discussion period was begun, 
, and the following questions were prepagded for the 
subject's consideration: 


An unknown individual asked the subject what he 
thought of civil disobedience by Negroes suggested by 
one NAACP official as a solution to the problems of the 
Negroes. KILLENS said he was opposed to such a policy, that 
the Negroes did not have enough power to make it effective, and 
that such a policy would lead only to mass retaliation by the 
whites and make conditions for the Negroes worse than 
they are now. 


Another individual, unknown tf NEN... asked : 
KILLENS if he had incurred any difficulty in getting 57D 
his book, "Young Blood," published.  KILLENS stated that 
suprisingly he had had no trouble. He stated that he had 
contacted the "paperback" publishers first, that they 
had been impressed, and had given him an advance on the 
book, As things turned àut, however, the hard back 
copy of his book was published first. 


KILLENS was then asked what he thought of 
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL attending the Bandung Conference as 
an independent delegate.  KILLENS stated he felt that 
POWELL was strictly an "Uncle Tom" type of Negro, was doing 
the Negroes a disservice, and was a traitor to the Negro 
people. He commen@ed that Congressman DIGGS, from Michigan, 


NY 100-102397 


was one Negro who was really fighting for his people,' 

He pointed out that DIGGS had publicly announced he 

was going to challenge each Representative and Senator 
from Mississippi as to their rights to their Congressional 
seats, because Negroes in Mississippi were not allowed 

to vote. DIGGS maintained that since Negroes could not 
vote, the Congressman from Mississippi did not represent 
the people. 


KILLENS was then asked his opinion regarding 
"Porgy and Bess" being presented overseas under the 
auspices of the State Department. He answered that while 
he enjoyed the show's music, he had always felt the subject 
material of the show degraded the Negroes. He added 
that he felt the Negroes who play in "Porgy and Bess" 
are opportunists who place their theatrical careers 
above the damage caused by the show to the Negro people 
as a whole. 


III MISCELLANEOUS 


who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on February 15, 1956, that the 
subject, in December, 1955, was elected as a member-at-large 
on the staff of the Brooklyn, New York, NAACP. 


Erlen May 1, 1956, advised that he last saw 
KILLENS ne week ago on the street in Brooklyn, b7D 


New York. stated that at this time KILLENS told 
DERE h active in the Brooklyn chapter of the 
„ which is no the midst of a recruiting and 
membership drive. rther advised that KILLENS 
stated that he is a Captain in this drive, and that he was 
then trying to get ten other persons to work with him 
in recuriting new.NAACP members, 


b2 


The "Daily Worker," issue of April 5, 1956, 
page 7, columns 2 and 3, ves a review of the novel, 
young Blood," by JOHN OKILLENS, which was printed a 
couple of years ago and Is now out in a paperback 
edition. According to the review, this novà$ depicts 
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A 4 hd 


a Southern Negro family's struggle against "Jim Crowism." 
The review indicated that it was a better book on the 
enlightemmat of anyone puzzled by what is going on in 
Montgomery, Alabama, these days and elsewhere in the 
South." This review urged the reader to buy a copy 

of the novel and give it to his neighbors. 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist 
daily newspaper. 


Other informants, who have furnished rellabie 
information in the past and who are familiar with some 
phases of Communist activitles in the New York area, 
were contacted in December, 1955, January, February, 
and April, 1956, with negative results. 


wagmrrecontacted on April 30, 1956, advised 
that he no recollection of KILLENS making any statements ^7» 
on December 9, 1955, indicating KILLENS was connected with 
the Brooklyn, New York, NAACP, 


b2 


a en 


FD-216 (5-6-55) 


Identity 
of Source NY 100- 
102397 


2 
b7D 


Date of Activity 
Or Description 
of Information 


Used to document “Friday Forum" 


Subject speaker 
at "Friday 
Forum" 12/9/55 


Negative contact 
re subject 


Subject elected 
member-at-large 
Brooklyn, NY, 
NAACP 


Subject active 
in Brooklyn 
NAACP 


Agent to File Number 
Date whom where 
Received Furnished Located 
b2 
b7D 


12/13/55 


Orally 


1/11/56 nem) 
Bit 
en 
4/30/56 | e] 100-102397-46 


2/15/56 — 
orally 


5/1/56 100-102397-18 


Orally 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed, 


NY informants mentioned in the details of this 
report as being contacted with negative results are as follows: 


INFORMANT 


DATE 


12/2 

13/24/22 
12/29/55 
15 30/55 


idus 


AGENT 
.RICHARD H, BLASSER 


b7C 


JOHN E, GALLAGHER, JR 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


b2 
b7D 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
The pretext telephone call made to 652 Lafayette b? 
Ave., Brooklyn, NY, telephone #ST 9-5428, mentioned in the * 
idence and employment, was made by SA 570 
29/56, Th f pretext 
b7E 


On 12/12/55 sL prg] furnished information 
with reference to a meeting of "Section Organizers" of 
Kings County CE held that evening at headquarters, 1212 
Kings Highway, Brooklyn, The,meeting proper was begun 
by GEORGE (believed to be GÉORGEMKIRSCHNER) and his remarks 
concerned political events whicK are being scheduled to 
occur including: the Brooklyn elections in the N double 
A (believed to be NAACP). GEORGE pointed out that the 
Negro leadene in Brooklyn want to unseat "President Norm 
Johnson and we believe it is a good effort. Johnson should 
step aside. The ministers are against Johnson." George 
mentioned that a meeting with reference to the N double 
A elections" was to occur at Public School 35, Decatur 
St. and Lewis Ave. (no dates specified).  GEORGE said that 
"we would like to see the slate of Reverend Shockley (ph) 
win. Negro leaders want to ungeat Johnson and we think 
it is a good effort." GEORGE/observed that of those on , 
the JOHNSON date, one JO ULLEM (ph) running against — 
MC CABE (ph) should be sal vaged. Vote for the Shockley ~. 
(ph) slate, except McCabe," 


b2 


It is to be noted that advised on 2/15/56 that b2 
the subject was elected as a member-at-large on the staff b7D 
of the Brooklyn NAACP in December, 1955. 
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At New York, New York 


(1) Will await Bureau authority concerning 
request to interview subject. 


Report of S 12/2/55, m. b7C 
Report of S 12/27/55, NY. 
NY letter to fell ow 
Memorandum of S4 „5 to SAC , PHILADELPHIA, 
2/9/56, captioned, Ff FORUM; IS-C," one copy 

o NYO, 


NY letter to the Bureau, MEL 
Philadelphia letter to NY 
NY letter to Philadelphia, 2 85 
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Office Memorandum 


* UNITED STA1L.3 GOVERNMENT 


TO DIRECTOR, PBI (105-37137) DATE: 7/16/56 CR 
FROM SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) 7/90 
49 7j] 
SUBJBCT: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SM-C 


ReBulet to NY, 6/27/56. 
ReBulet denied authority to interview subject. 
Inasmuch as there is no evidence of actual CP 
; activity on behalf of the sub 


ject and subject's activities 
do not come witrin the purvie 


w of the criteria for his 
inclusion on the SI, the NYO is placing this case in a 
Closed status. 


This office will be alert to any information war- 
ranting the prompt reopening of this case. 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI(105- 37137) DATE 7/26/57 
d SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) 
SUBJECT 2 
J JOHN OLIVER KIL ENS 
SM-C 
727755... vont, 6/35/56, 
D and Bulet 6/27/56. N 
Captioned case has been reopened on the basis of be 
information from who has furnished reliable b7D 
information in the past, ing the subject as a current 


2! 


CP member. 


Investigation is presently being conducted by, 
the NYO to determine the nature and extent of the subject's 
CP activity. At the conclusion of this investigation, 
the NYO will submit a report together with recommendations 


concerning interview of the subject and his inclusion on 
the Security Index. 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 0-1 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


M ^05 "5^ 
AO SAG% Lor (Your file % / CX FY 7 pATE 


TU Director, FBI (Bufile and serial / Z£ - 373 Z) 

P Bn 8 Z | 

ok , line d LAY 7 bee, 
/ 


Office of Origin: New York 
. 
ls 1 THe deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to submit a report 
immediately. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted p 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau, Room No. 


Report submitted 


Report will be submitted Ns s 


Advise Bureau re status of this case. 


3. ( ) Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 


æ "P 
4. ) Surep immediately. 222 sani at 
Nóte on the 


(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. 
top serial in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this com- 


munication.) U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1956—0O-377906 


STANDARD FORM NO, $4 
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Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


D a 


SUBJECT 


Director, FBI 
SAC, ew m 


Jea GC) jore eux 


$% C 


Date of Buresu deadline: 


Reason for the delinquency: 


Rerorr 2 


(File /e s,); pate: 


(File sce ‘>+ 


Kr ce Ewes 


This case will be delinquent. 


"cf, P/57 


ae 
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Synopsis: 


Subject resides 1392 Union St., 

Bklyn, NY, and is engaged as a 

writer and public speaker.  Informant, 

on 10/11/57, advised KILLENS, in 

1952, was active on Executive Board 

of Bedford-Stuyvesant Section of 

Kings County CP, and informant stated 

he believes KILLENS to still be CP 

member because of latter's contacts 

with two known active CP members.  Informant, 
on 6/7/56, advised that KILLENS was invited 
to attend a "Conference on the South" to 

be held 6/30/56 at JSSS under the auspices 


Wax of the National Organization Department 
"P and the National Negro Commission of the 
C. py to eww =OP, Informants advised subject gave 
F public speech at meeting of Washington Area 
dp Citizens Forum held in Washington, D.C. on 
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NY 100-102397 
DETAILS: I. BACKGROUND 


A. Residence 


By means of a pretext telephone call placed 
by a Special Agent of the FBI on March 29, 1956, to 
ST 9-5428, telephone number AGisted in the 1956 Brooklyn 
telephone directory to JO ILLENS, 652 Lafayette 
Avenue, it was ascertained at that time that the subject 
resided at the above address. 


Lon October 16, 1957, advised that the 
subject, on July 16, 1956, moved from 652 Lafayette 
Avenue to 1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York. 


By means of a pretext interview on October 17, 
1957, conducted by a Special Agent of the FBI with an 
unknown individual residing at 1388 Union Street, it was 
ascertained that the subject continues to reside at 
1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York, 


B. Employment 


By means of the above described pretext telephone 


call placed on March 29, 1956, it was ascertained that 
the subject was employed at home as a writer, and that 
he was getting a new book ready for publication. 


By means of the above described pretext 
interview conducted on October 17, 1957, with a neighbor 
of the subject, it was ascertained that the subject 
spends most of his time at home, and is engaged as a 
writer and public speaker. 


II. AFFILIATION WITH THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) 
MOVEMENT 


The CP has been designated by the Attorney 


ee of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


"E m 
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A. Evidence of CP Membershi 


on October 11, 1957, advised that JOHN 
KILLENS, in 1952, was active on the Executive Board 
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Section of the Kings County 
CP, New York. stated that the above information 
was t 1952 iece of JOHN KILLENS, 
named whom ew in 1952 to be active 
in the Labor Youth League Js 


The informant continued that he has no additional 
coner information that would place KILLENS in the 
CP but rred that it is his belief that KILLENS is 
presently a CP member. He explained that his belief 1s 


based upon the frequency with which the subject is 
contacted by oth of whom 
are known to the informant as current active members of 


the Bedford-Stuyvesant Section of the CP and because 
of the personalized inclusive pronouns used by these 
individuals (such as we, us and our) when referring to 
KILLENS and the CP. 


The LYL has been designated by the Attorney 
0 as of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


n June 4, 1956, advised that the CP, USA, 
on June 1, , had issued a bulletin "to all districts" 
which bulletin was signed by the National Organization 
Department and the National Negro Commission of the CP 
describing an important "Conference on the South" to 
be held at the Jefferson School of Social Science (JSSS) 
on June 30, 1956. 


The JSSS has been designated by the Attorney 
erue of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 
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on June 7, 1956, advised that[. — | 
was to be in charge of the supervision o he 

above described conference to be held at the JSSS on 
June 30, 1956. According to the informant, the name 
JOHN KILLENS r appeared on a list f the b2 
possession of which list contained names of 
those individuals to whom invitations were to be extended b7D 
to attend the above described conference. 


on February 13, 1957, advised pu. NEN 
was elected as a member of the National Committee 
e USA at the National Convention of the CP, USA 
held February 9-12, 1957, at the Chateau Gardens, 105 


East Houston Street, New York City. 


B. Evidence of Membership in or Sympathy with 
CP Front Organizations 


1. The Washington Area Forum, aka: Washington Area 
Citizens Forum, Washington Citizens Forum 


(See Appendix) 


on February 11, 7, made available a be 
"flyer" reflecting that JOHN S, author of 
"Youngblood" would be a speaker at a meeting sponsored 
by the Washington Area Citizens Forum in Washington, D. G., 
on February 15, 1957. 


The below listed informants, on indicated 
dates, advised that JOHN 0. KILLENS, on February 15, 1957, 
appeared at, and spoke at, a meeting of the Washington 
Area Forum in Washington, D.C. According to the informants, 
KILLENS speech traced the progress made by the Negro 
people in the field of culture and education. 
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n February 19, 1957 

n February 18, 1957 

n February 18, 1957 

on February 18, 1957 
on February 19, 1957 
on February 19, 1957 
on February 19, 1957 
on February 16, 1957 
on February 18, 1957 
on February 18, 1957 
on February 16, 1957, advised that 


JOHN KILLENS, for his appearance - the above described 


on Maroh 25, 1957, advised that the UTE 


The above described information was made 
available on a confidential basis and cannot be made 
public except upon the issuance of a subpoena duces 
tecum. 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 


Other informants who are familiar with some 
phases of Communist activities in the New York City area 
were contacted in September and October, 1957, for 
information concerning the subject with negative results. 
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THE WASHINGTON AREA FORUM, aka: WASHINGTON AREA 
CITIZENS FORUM AND THE WASHINGTON CITIZENS FORUM 


| An informant reported on December 14, 1955, 
that the Progressive Party of the District of Columbia 
(PPDC) would be dissolved and a new organization formed 
from the PPDC in order to have a voice in civil rights 
matters and political campaigns in Virginia and Maryland. 


The informant reported on February 8, 1956, that 
the PPDC was dissolved on February 7, 1956. 


Another informant advised on December 17, 
1955, that the PPDC was to be dissolved because of the 
Stigma tached to the name of the Progressive Party and 
it was h mec that the new organization replacing 
the PPDC would be more acceptable to persons not previously 
participating in PPDC activity. 


Another informant reported on March 13, 1956, 
tnat the Washington Area Citizens Forum was formed on 
March 12, 1956, at a meeting of the defunct Executive 
Committee of the PPDC. This informant reported on 
May 10, 1956, that the name of the Washington Area Citizens 
Forum was shortened to that of Washington Citizens Forum 
at a meeting held May 3, 1956. On June 11, 1956, an 
informant made available information revealing that the 
Washington Area Citizens Forum was, at that time,being 
called Washington Area Forum. 


Regarding the PPDC it is to be noted that an 
informant, on January 31, 1955, identified the leaders 
of the PPDC,as of that date, as either being CP members 
or CP sympathizers. Informant added that the PPDC had 
never opposed the CP on any issue or program. 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


Date of Activity 
Identity And/Or Description Date 
of Source of Information Received 


— —— a — 


de available 
"Flyer" 


eeting of 2/15/57 


Not utilized 


Attended 2/15/57 
meeting. Received $67.50 


2 


Agent to File # 
Whom Where : 
Furnished Located b2 


b7D 


—— — ——— — is 


WFO 100-32830- 
182 


100-1023 


WFO 100-329830-1B3 


100-102397-69 
b2 


b7D 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


Date of Activity Agent to File # 
Identity Or Description Date whom where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 


got oc.0* ALT e 


Lo 

b7C 

b7D pus 
b7D 


fev -fersy7- Jf 


y reque 


The identity of the informants used in 
documenting the Washington Area Citizens Forum is known 
to WFO. 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report 
only in those instances where the identities of the 
sources must be concealed. 


NY 100-102397 


New York informants mentioned in the details 
of this report as being contacted with negative results 
are a8 follows: 


! ]contacted on 9/16/57 by sal 
b2 
ct es on 10/16/57 by s[  ] b7D 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


The pretext telephone call made on 3/29/56, 
's residence and emplo was made 


The pretext interview conducted on 10/17/57 
t 


to determi ce and employment was 
made by SA d consisted of 
merely asking for the address of the subject and whether b7C 


or not he could be found at home. 


The mentioned in.the details 
of this report as ving iu p2 
S identical with 
o e Subject, NY file 100- 25 an b7D 
R 8/30/56 made available a dis 
mimeographed letter obtained by him on 8/29/56 at SWP 


Headquarters, 116 University Place, NYC. The letter 

was written by WARREN BUNN, Chairman, Labor and Indüstry 
Committee, Brooklyn NAACP, and stated that JOHN O. KILLENS, 
author of "Youngblood" would on 8/27/56, at ttie Brooklyn 
NAACP Headquarters speak on "For a Militant Civil Rights 
program. 


— 


— 


NY 100-102397 


on 12/4/56, made available a 


mimeographed announcement he found at SWP Headquarters 
to the effect that subject would be moderator of a town 


meeting on 


Civil Rights to be held 10/18/56, by the 


Labor Committee of the Brooklyn Branch NAACP. 


This report 1s classified "Confidential" 


inasmuch as it contains information, the unauthorized 


disclosure 


of which would be prejudicial to the defense 


interests of the U.S, 


on the SI, 
KILLENS on 
Section of 


a 
Sub ject "p r or inclusién 
as the info on 555 
the Executive Board of e Bedford-^Sbtuyvesant 
the CP is at least five years old and in 


addition, is only hearsay information, as far as the 
informant is concerned. In addition, no action is being 
taken concerning informant's belief that the subject is 
presently a member of the CP, as this belief 1s based 
solely upon "Guilt by Association," 


Subject is not being recommended for interview 


t this time for the same reasons as pointed out in 
reBulet dated 6/27/56 ; no substantial information 
placing subject in CP has been developed; subject's 


activities appear to deal pri cing 
the lot of the colored people; when 
interviewed, was found to be no 


information has been developed by the NYO to indicate that 
interview of the subject would be productive. 


AS all logical investigation has been conducted, 


this case is being placed in a closed status un receipt 
of additional substantial subversive information concerning 


KILLENS, 


REFERENCES: 


New York report of s[  ] 


6/15/56. 
Bulet to New York, 6/27/56. 
New York letter to Bureau, 7/26/57. 


b2 
b7D 


United States Bepartment of Justice 


Federal Surean of Investigation 
New York, New York 
October 31, 1957 


Re: John Oliver Killens 


qe to the report of Special 
Agen at New York, dated and captioned 


as above, 


mH. ize in referenced report is 
character Ted as "who was in a position to furnish 
reliable information," 


through[ __Jutitizea in referenced 
report are characterized as "who have furnished reliable 


information in the past." 


Informants used in the documentation of the 
Washington Area Forum are characterized as, "who 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


Negative informants contacted in September 
and October, 1957, are characterized as "who have 
furnished reliable information in the past." 
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SAC, New York (100-102397) January 5, 1961 

Director, FBI (105-37137) Hise d \ 
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JOHN OLIVER KILLENS „5 
SECURITY MATTER - C M. d a 


Reurlet 12/21/60 captioned “CP, USA, 
ps ah oe Internal Security - C," your file 


In vie L p 
association with b7C 
you are requeste ring inves on 8 ens 


up to date, Submit results in report form, At 

the conelusion of the investigation, submit your 
recommendation concerning the placing of the subject's 
name in the Security Index or in Section A of the 
Reserve Index. 
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Subject's name not included in Securi dex, | 
He is a writer and lecturer. r 
R |: Security Index Subjects, Scussing 


Negro quarterly magazine on 12/15/60, indicated bic 


the subject was one of the individuals involved in the 


magazine. According ect aided in 
raising money for th following the death 
of Lou Burnham, a member o e National Committee, 


CPUSA. Subject involved in front activities since 
early 1940s, and some indication in 1957 that he was 
a member of the CP, 
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ADD. DISSEMINATICN. 
text on 2/2/61 was conducted by SA 


b7E 
& phone cali to subject!s 
b7C 
b2 
ae 3/19/58, advised that JOHN OLIVER | 
KILLENS a & me was Chairman of the Cultural Committee b7D 


f the Brooklyn Branch of the NAACP. This same informant 
on 2/20/59, advised that he believes that KILLENS is no 
longer active in the NAACP. Le 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONTINUED 


DEE | 10/30/58, made available a copy b2 
of a then current, but undated news letter for the b75 


"New York Inter-Cultural Society" which reflected 

that JOHN O. KILLENS, Novelist, author of "Young Blood", 
was scheduled to conduct a lecture and forum for the 
above organization on an unknown date. This information 
was not included in the details of this report as 

no ‘suitable documentation for the "New York Inter- 
Cultural Society" is available in the Mo. i l 


Subject is not being recommended for inclusion 
on the SI, as there is no information available. placing 
the subject as a CP member within the past five years. 
Because of his profession and olose association with 
several CP individuals, however, he 18 being recommended 
for inclusion on the RI Section aKa. 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of Source i File Number Where Located 


— 100-102397-78 
Former Fst] 


Informants mentioned in the details of this report 
as having been contacted in January and February, 1 
are as follows: 
COVER PAGE 
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INFORMANTS CONTINUED 


2/5/61 SA 
= 2/5/61 SA 
pp 21/18/61 SA 
1/24/62 SA ae 
2/7/61 SA 
2/21/61 SA 
LEADS 
NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 


Will await Bureau's decision re New York recommendation 
What subject be included in the RI, Section A. 


COVER PAGE 
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1. [X] Subject's name ıs being recommended for inclusion in Section KJ Aor L B 
of the Reserve Index. 


NX 100-102397 


2. C] Subiect/s name is included in Section LL] A or LL B of the Reserve Index. 

3. LJ The data appearing on the Reserve Index Card are current. 

4 O Changes on the Section À Heserve Index Card are necessary and Form FD-122a 
has been submitted to the Bureau 

5. C] A suitable photograph is CI is not available. 

6. cA Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed and T symbols 
were utilized only in those instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

2. O Subject is employed in a key facility and... is charged with 
security responsibility. Interested agencies are 

Confi 
8. E This report 1s classified tial — because (state reason) 


it contains information from and. investigative 

techniques, and fro valuable live informant. - 
Unauthorized disclosure of information from thése ED 
Sources might tend to reveal their identity and thus 


be detrimental to defense interests of this country. 


9. cy Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
subject's activities appear to deal princip 
the lot of the colored people. In addition, 
when interviewed was found to be uncooperati " subject, b7C 
because of his profession, if uncooperative, might readily 


5 articles that could cause possible embarrassment to the 
au. 


10. [2] This case no longer meets the Section A Reserve Index criteria and a letter has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation of the Section A Reserve 
Index card. 


11. EX] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the Reserve Index criteria and it 
continues to fall within such criteria because (state reason) 


subject being recommended for RIA, 
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ee ues New York, New York 


NY 100-102397 d Bureav File No : 105-37137 i 


JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Subject resides 1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York, 
and is engaged as a writer and publ er, 


OQ 


in October and November, 1957 were intereste 

in arranging for a concert at Carnegie Hall, NYC, 
for the purpose ef buying scholarships for children 
involved in the ‘Little Rock School Incident"; that 
subject in December, X960 was being considered 

to assist in problems arising with publishing a new. 
Negro publication being sponsored by the CP; 

and subject assisted in memorial for LOU BURHNAM. 


a pr . 
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NY 100-102397 
DETAILS: 


I. BACKGROUND 


A. Residence and Employment 


By means of a pretext conducted by a Special Agent of 
the FBI on February 2, 1961, it was ascertained that the subject 
resides at 1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York, spends 
most of his time at home, and is engaged as a writer and 
public speaker. 


II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


The Communist Party (CP), USA has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10550. 


A. CP Associates 


a ol the period November 4 through 

6, 1957, advise at he knew that during the latter part 

of arly November, 1957 JOHN KILLENS 

and were interested in arranging for a concert 


to be stage n e en near future at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City for the purpose of raising funds to buy scholarships b2 


for the nine Negro children "who had been persecuted'in the 

S n problem at Little Rock, Arkansas.  Accordin b7D 
t it was his impression, however, r1 — "^ 
was care Oo refrain from any mention of the CP while dips 


in the company of KILLENS. 


"The Worker" of December 11, 1960, on 

page fwelve, identified WILLIAM PATTERSON 
as a full-time member of the New York State 
CP Staff in the capacity of Vice Chairman. 


"The Worker" is an east coast Communist 
weekly newspaper. 
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60, advised 
that uring a 
discussion on ate conc on of a 


new unnamed Negro quarterly magazine stated that they 
would like to get together with JOHN KILLENS to iron 

out problems that had arisen with the proposed publication 
of this new magazine. ; 


ontinued that during the above 
conversation tated that she had had 
two previous meetings w LLENS when she was collecting 
money for a ollowing the death of LOU BURNGALI, 
According to KILLENS stated that he was going to 


contact a lot of people in this regard -- especially young 
writers who had been influenced ty BURNHAM. 


Lu February 20, 1961, 

advised that in April, 1961, the CP,USA 

will begin publication of & Negro 
quarterly magazine entitled "Rorward 
which will maintain offices at 799 Droaduay, 
New York City. The editor of this magazine 
will be SHIRLEY GRAHAM DU BOIS and the 
Business Manaker will be ESTHER JACKSON. 
Agcording to this source the CP, USA 
to date has spent over $7,000 to establish 
this new magazine. 


Feen February 13, 1960, advised 
that LOUI HA; who had been elected to the 
CP,USA National Committee at the 17th 

National Convention in December, 1959 

died of a heart attack while making a 

speech on February 12, 1960. 


" 
E 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 


Several confidential informants, who are 
familiar with some phases of Communist activity in the New 


— 3 — 
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York City area, were contacted in January and Bebruary, 1961 
at which time they either advised that the subject is 
unknown to them or they had no current information 


concerning him. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to New York, New York 
File No. March 8 


NY 100-102397 


„ 1961 


Re: John Oliver Killens 
Security Matter - C 


made to the report of Special Agent wake 
dated and captioned as above, at NewYYork, b2 


All informants mentioned in the report have furnished b7D 


reliable information in the past, with the exception of 
who has furnished both reliable and unreliable 


nformation in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; neither it nor its contents 

are to be distributed outside your agency. 
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"NITED STATES GO MENT 
Memorandum 
" 


Director, FBI  (Bufile- 105-37137) 1 ) 


FROM SAC, 


NEW YORK (100-102397) ^ 


SUBJECT. JOHN orb KILLENS 
SM-C 


[x] It is recommended that a "Section A“ 


Reserve Index Card be prepared on 
the above-captioned individual 


Name 


JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 


Aliases 


DATE’ 


3/8 /61 


E The "Section A" Reserve Index 
Card on the captioned individual 
should be changed as follows 


(specify change only) 


ATT, E aue ASNT 
P ` E - 


5 a: 
PE uu ARGUL — IE k e 
Ee es E ER z Æ 8 
E & E 
* E 
EX anes Born I eter ed otn ien e 
al c2 
E FF Workers Party iei D — 
x x 
c 3 
E (specify) e € 
Date of birth ^ Place of birth D Race Sex 
CA Mal 
1/14/16 Macon, Georgia N su 
Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 
^ Independent Writer and Public Speaker gaent e a 
operetes pate eee residence ps á 
Key Facility Data i U bP os 
S3 ? " 
* 
Geographical Reference Number fone — r 
Interested Agencies ut 2 — , CEIAEB 
IERI TBP 
Residence Address "ox ae PEREA 
1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, NY à 
A d CEF 
^ Doa 
(2-Bureau (105-37137) (mW) » 


-New York (100-102397) 


TIM: Jb M E mi 
(336 2 MAR 311961) ig * ej 
REGISTERED MAIL a d 


Dis SE msa isn Mada 
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Subject is being recommended for inclusion in Section 
A of the RI because of his professionas a writer and 
public speaker and because of the following gnB9éPÉfve 
background: 


I. KILLENS in 1942 admitted membership in the 
Washington Committee For Democratic Action, admitted 
being a delegate to the American Youth Congress and 
admitted participating in activities of the National 
Negro Conference. 


II. In 1952, KILLZNS was reportedly adtive in the 
Executive Board of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Section of the 
Kings County CP. 


III. In February, 1955 mike lecturing in San Francisco 
he was entertained by leading CP figures in that area. 


IV. KILLENS wa8 invited to a reception at the Hungarian 
Legation in April, 1955. 


V. Subject in June, 1956 reportedly was to be invited 
to a "Conference on the South" to be sponsored by the CP 
and held at the Jefferson School of Social Science. 


VI. In 1957, KILLENS was frequently contacted 
by several members of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Section of the 
Kings County CP, who when speaking of KILLENS, used the 
personalized inclusive pronouns "we, us, ours, eto. 


In 1956, KILLENS was arranging with GENA b7C 
for a concert to be held 
at Carnegie Ha n P 


VIII. In December, 1960, KILLENS was being considered 
to assist in ironing out problems in connection with a new 
publication being financed by the CP. 


ue 


T 


0-19 (Rev 10-15-62) 


LR American Author's 


6 2 MAR fag — f: 


Says Negroes 
The Right to 


Pushing for 
Fight Back 


By Joseph Walker 
(Muhammad Speaks Correspondent) 
NEW YORK—“I don't believe that non-violence is the 
only tactic. One of the big things Black People in America 


are struggling for is to be able to fight back — to be a man 
or to be a woman. There are many roads to freedom." 


The spea was Negro writer 
Zohn Oliver Killens, whose orgi- 
na oton picture script Odds 
Against Tomorrow'' starring Har- 
ry Belafonte, Robert Ryan and 
Shelley Winters is currently be-' 
ing shown across the country on, 
television | 

IN A CANDID, no-holds baiied | 
interview with Muhammad: 
Speaks, Killens, author of ''And 
Then We Heard The Thunder,” ' 
said he could not subscribe to the 
whole content of the philosophy 
of non-violence—absorbing beat- 


ings and still loving the man with | Negio 


“There is no white conscience 
in the South" to favorably re- 
spond to Negroes turmng the 
other cheek, observed the author, 
who alse heads the Harlem Writ- 
ers Guild. 


CALLING FOR A conference of 
Negro leaders in the United 
States, he said, “I think a con- 
ference of Negro leaders would 
scaie the hell out of the status- 
quo boys The Negro people in this 
country should demand this 

Discussing the so-called New 
in America, Killens ob- 


the? whip “I don't really believe 


body takes that seriously, he 


remharked, though praising Free- 
Riders and sit-ins 


LOS- 371224. 0 d 


NOT RECORDED 


184 MAR 18 1953 


served that the new Negr 
didn’t just appear from a - 
uum but came from a heritage of 


stiuggle in the South, from slav- 


PA 


7 


— 
* 
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Views On Freedo 


Tolson 
Belmont, 
Mohr 


Casper 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evans 
Gale 
Hosen 
Sullivan 
Tavel 
Trotter 
Tele Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 


77^ The Washington Post and 
Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star 
New York Herald Tribune 
New York Journal- American 
New York Mirror 
New York Daily News 
New York Post 
The New York Times 
The Worker 
The New L.eader 
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer 


Date 3-4-63 


Muhammad Speaks 
Page 19 


9: 


—————————————— — — 


{ 
| 


elon tbe thing that is new is 
that until the 1950’s the struggle 
was on an individual basis A Ne- 
gro would react in protest to op- 
pression. and then get knocked 
down After 1954, and the Su- 
pieme Court decision and Mont- 
gomery, what was new was the 
uniting of Negroes in an organized 
struggle The new Negro is 80- 
years-old, 10-years-old, he is of 
all ages 

Killens maintained that the 
new organizational capacity of 
Afro-Americans is exploding once 
and forever the white myths of 
black contentment with subjuga- 
tion 

RECALLING HIS evolution or 
development as a writer, Killens 
admitted that ‘‘When I wrote 
YOUNGBLOOD (his first novel, 
about a youth growing up in the 
Harlem slums) I was not as na- 
tionalistic in my beliefs as I am 
now He listed incidents through- 
out the South and the emerging 
African nations (many of which 
he has visited) as influences in 
his development 

"But probably more than any- 
thing else," he continued, ‘‘was 
my acquired understanding that 
in the final analysis we have to 


win our own freedom We can! 


have white allies but they will 
d |cized the refusal of producers to 


have to accept our leadership in 

oyr own struggle Nobody is go- 

Mig lO free us but ourselves 
lens urged Negroes to uti- 


| lige world opinion more and char- 


* 


erized the Negro in America 
today as very much like the wife 


— 2 — 


who piacidly accepts whippings 
from her husband with only a 
whimper in response 


ON THE CONGO, Killens re- 
lated that when he was in Africa 
“There were no tears for Dag 
Hammarskjold'" (the late Secre- 
tary-General of the United: Na- 
tions who was killed in the crash 
of an airplane shot down in Ka- 
tanga) ''One of the Nigerian writ- 
ers," recalled Killens, “put it this 
way Dag ran with the wolves 
and the wolves turned on him 
Kilens also expressed distaste 
for Uncle Tom" Moise Tshombe 

Queried as to his views on 
President Kennedy and civil 
rights, Killens remarked that 
JFK is trying to keep things 
basically as they are“ and added, 
“I don’t think any President of 
the Umted States has had a good 
civil rights record For Negroes 
to praise any President on his 
civil rights record is to deny his 
own dignity,’’ he said 

Asked about future film work, 
Killens disclosed that ‘‘there have 
been no Hollywood producers 
beaüng on the door for my serv- 
ices "’ 

NEGRO BREAKTHROUGHS on 
television are almost negligible, 
according to Killens He cnt- 


realistically portray Negro life on 
TV 

THE DISTINGUISHED and 
outspoken author ts proud of the 
workshop conducted by the Har- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PCRIOD T UEM DIT 

NEW YORK NEW YORK 3/5/64 1/27 - 3/1/64 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY | TYPED BY 
" JOSEPH B. MC ALEER du 

d CHARACTER OF CASE 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SM C 
REFERENCE: 
Report of Sa | datea 3/8/61, at NY. bic 


ni 
ATT TOT fran 


ADMIN VE FFC 
ISTRATI bs fofoa Spa mur uie 


The pretext utilized to detemine subject's 
residence and employment was that of a telephone call conducted bic 
by SA JOSEPH B. MC ALEER, on 2/26/64, red | 
pe Brooklyn, NY, under the guise of & parcel delivery. b2 
On 4/25/61, LL 1maae available information b7D 


indicating that JAMES JACKSO of "The Worker", 
in a private discussion with mentioned the name % 
JOHN KILLENS in connection with the CF, USA Negro question. f 


APPROVED „ dd 


COPIES MADE F 2 i 
l-Bureau (105-37137)(RM) 05+ = 2 | - (va 


TOME Senco eee e 


3-New York (100-102397) | 
COPIES DESTROYED in en 
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MAY 15 1972 d» 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Cont'd) 


On 6/7/61,[._____]made available information d 
indicating that Mr. JOHN KILLENS spoke at a gathering at b7D 
the Martinique Hotel, 22nd St. and Broadway, NYC, on 6/2/61. 

This gathering was sponsored by the Liberation Committee for 
Africa. 


Due to the non-specific type of information and 
questionable identity together with the fact that there is 
no Bureau approved documentation for the aforementioned 
committee, this information is not being included in the 
details of the report. 


* 


INFORMANTS 
Iushtity DE souroc File Number Where Located 
100-97078-4342 b 


Used to characterize the Militant b75 
Labor Forum 


L 


97-2120-10414, 1 and 3 
97 -2120-995, 1 and 2 


Other informants mentioned in the details of the 
report are identified as follows: 


Informant Date Contacted Contacting Agent 
2/7/64 : 
2/12/64 b7C 
2/13/64 
COVER PAGE 
Be 
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INFORMANTS (Contd) 


informant Date Contacted 
2/14/64 
2/13/64 
b2 2/7/64 


BUR 2/6/61 


COVER PAGE 
aD 


Contacti Agent 
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1. C] Subject’s name is being recommended for inclusion in Section C] A or Cis 
of the Reserve Index. 


2. K] Subject’s name is included in Section L A or U B of the Reserve Index. 
3. LX] The data appearing on the Reserve Index Card are current. 


4. O Changes on the Section A Reserve Index Card are necessary and Form FD-122a 
has been submitted to the Bureau. 


5. LX) A suitable photograph CX] is. LL] is not available. 


6. CX) Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed and T symbols 
were utilized only in those instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 


7. LJ Subject is employed in a key facility and is charged with 
security responsibility. Interested agencies are 


8. CX] This report is classified because ) 
it contains information fr through live 
informants of continuing value and if the information is b7D 
disclosed to unauthorized personnel, it could impair their 
future effectiveness and thus be detrimental to the interests 
of the United States. 


9. [X] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) of his profession as 
a writer and lecturer it is likely that the Bureau would 
be embarrassed by an attempted interview with him. 


10. D This case no longer meets the Section A Reserve Index criteria and a letter has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation of the Section A Reserve 
Index card. 
A 
11. EX] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the Reserve Index/criteria and it 
continues to fall within such criteria because (state reason) of his 
connection with the SWP, FPCC, "The Militant" and the 
"National Guardian", coupled with the fact that he is 
a writer and public speaker. 
COVER PAGE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
CONFINENTIAL 


Copy to 

Report of JOSEPH B. MC ALEER Ofic: New York, New York 
Date 3/5/64 

Field Office File f. 100-102397 Bureau File : 105-37137 

Title JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 

Character SECURITY MATTER - C 

Synopsis Subject resides at 1392 Union St., Brooklyn, NY, 


and is engaged as a writer and public speaker from that 
address. Informants advised that subject, in 1963, spoke 
at the Militant Labor Forum sponsored by the SWP at NY” 
Subject's name advertised as a speaker in the "National: 
Guardian", April, 1963 issue and "The Militant" in the June, 
1963 issue.“ Subject's name and address contained on a 
mailing list of the FPCC in 1963/ Subject's name contained 
on an SWP calendar of coming events in 1963. 


Sr, m 


T ph 
DETAILS: spar" | 


nja o» 
I. BACKGROUND 


Residence and Employment 


By means of a pretext conducted by a Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), it was determined 
that the subject was then residing at 1392 Union Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, and was engaged from that residence as a 
writer and public speaker. This pretext was conducted on 


February 26, 1964. 
CONF NDENTTA 


This document contains neither recommendations nor condlusions of the FBT “Tt 1s the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 


NY 100-102397 


II.  SYMPATHY WITH THE 
SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENT 


Socialist Workers Part SWP 


The SWP has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


advised, on June 24, 1963, that the subject 
was the speaker at the Militant Labor Forum held at 116 
University Place, New York, New York, on June 21, 1963. 
Informant advised that the subject of KILLENS! speech was 
"One Hundred Years of Freedom. 


advised on September 19, 1963, that the SWP 


holds regular forums on Friday evenings except during the b2 
summer months. Informant advised these meetings are called b7D 
the Militant Labor Forum. ds 


on June 24, 1963, furnished substantially 
the same information concerning the subject's speech at the 
Militant Labor Forum heid on June 21, 1963. 


EM on May 31, 1963, subject's name was 


on an SWP calendar of coming events as the person who would 
talk on me Hundred years of WKreedom'on June 21, 1963. 
f 


"National Guardian" 


Information concerning the "National 
Guardian" is contained in the Appendix 
pages of this report. 


The April 18, 1963 issue of the "National Guardian", 
page 11, advertised the name JOHN O. KILLENS, author, as one 
195 was to give a speech at Brooklyn, New York, on April 19, 
1963. 


etia 
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"The Militant" 


Information concerning "The Militant" 
is contained in the Appendix pages of 
this report. 


The June 17, 1963 issue of "The Militant", page 3, 
similarly advertised JOHN O. KILLENS as one to give a speech 
at the Militant Labor Forum on June 21, 1963. 


The Fair Play For Cuba Committee (FPCC) 


Information concerning the FPCC is 
contained in the Appendix pages of this 
report. 


On December 20, 1962[.  ]aavisea that the 
subject's name was contained on a list of persons described 
as names of persons who are associated with the FPCC in 
various ways. 


advised on January 28, 1963, that the b2 
subject's name and address was contained on an FPCC Brooklyn b72 
mailing list. 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 


On February 18, 1964, Ld EN 
recontacted concerning the sub jec cou urnish no 
additional information. 


Other informants familiar with certain phases of 
Communist Party (CP) activity in the New York City area were 
contacted during February, 1964 and a photograph of the subject 
was exhibited to them. They advised that they were unable to 
furnish any information concerning the subject. 


NX 100-102397 


—— 


FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMMITTEE 


is APPENDIX 


The April 6, 1960, edition of "The New York Times" 
newspaper contained a full-page advertisement captioned "What 
Is Really Happening In Cuba," placed by the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee (FPCC). This advertisement announced the formation 
of the FPCC in New York City and declared the FPCC intended 
to promulgate "the truth about revolutionary Cuba" to 
neutralize the distorted American press. 


"The New York Times" edition of January 11, 1961, 
reported that at a hearing conducted before the United States 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on January 10, 1961, Dr. 
CHARLES A. SANTOS-BUCH identified himself and ROBERT TABER 
as organizers of the FPCC, He also testified he and TABER 
obtained funds from the Cuban Government which were applied 
toward the cost of the afore-mentioned advertisement. 


On May 16, 1963, a source advised that during 
the first two years of the FPCC's existence there was a 
struggle between Communist Party (CP) and Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) elements to exert their power within the FPCC 
and thereby influence FPCC policy. However, during the 
past year this source observed there has been a successful 
effort by FPCC leadership to minimize the role of these and 
other organizations in the FPCC so that today their influence 
is negligible. 
On May 20, 1963, a second source advised that the 
National Headquarters of the FPCC is located in Room 329 at 
T99 Braodway, New York City. According to this source, the 
position of National Office Director was created in the Fall 
of 1962 and vas filled by VINCENT "TED" LEE, who now formu- 
lates FPCC policy. This source observed LEE has followed a 
course of entertaining and accepting the cooperation of many 
other organizations including the CP and the SWP when he has 
felt 1t would be to his personal benefit as well as the FPCC's. 
However, LEE has indicated to this source he has no intention 
of permitting FPCC policy to be determined by any other 
organization. LEE feels the FPCC should advocate resumption 
of diplomatic relations between Cuba and the United States 
and support the right of Cubans to manage their revolution 
without interference from other nations, but not support 
the Cuban revolution per se, 


The CP and the SWP have been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 


uli 
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l. APPENDIX 


"THE MILITANT" 


"Tie Militant" is a weekly newspaper of the 
Socialist Vorkers Party (SWP). 


The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 


^ 
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Í; APPENDIX 


“NATIONAL GUARDIAN" 


s The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D. C., contains the following con- 
cerning the "National Guardian"; 


"National Guardian 


„ ‘established by the American Labor 
\ Party in 1947 às a "progressive" 

weekly * * *, Although it denies 
having any affiliation with the 
Communist Party, it has manifested 
itself from the beginning as a virtual 
official propaganda arm of Soviet Russia,! 
(Committeé on Un-American Activities, 
Report, Trial by Treason: The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
ROSENBERGS dnd MORTON SOLELL, August 25, 
1955, 9.5125)" , 


K ACN 


-6*- 


FD-323 (Rev 11-29-61) À 


UNITED STATES PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
March 5, 1964 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Bureau 105-37137 
New York 100-102397 


Title John Oliver Killens 
Character Security Matter - C 
Reference is made to the report of Special 


Agent Joseph B. McAleer, dated 
and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


alg 


aae? zun 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oí the FBI It ís the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency, 
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E. - qo 
FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
" ^ 
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD . 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 2/2/95 2/10 - 18/65 
TITLE OF CASE |j REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
- b7C mb J 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS CHARACTER OF CASE 
SM C 
Poe TITIO 
" j mw eu MI ecgudxea x — 
REFERENCE 
NYrep of SA JOSEPH B. MC ALEER dated 3/5/64. 
. m C eA 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
On 2/15/65, SA 
service pretext telephone call w b7c 
Street, Brooklyn, NY, to verify the subject's resiaenc n 
employment. b7E 


5 was observed and photographed by . 
SA " 


The following information was not included in the 
details of this report inasmuch as as of tis date there is no 
Bureau approved characperization for the various organizations 
mentioned. 


APPROVED 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES MADE 


l2gureau (105-3713M) (RM) [053931 — /4 EC 30 
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NOTATIONS 


US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—76324-1 


NY 100-102397 
on 6% e, advised that on 6/15/64, JOHN 


KILLENS was on the panel of a program sponsored by the Association 
of Artists for Freedom which was held in Town Hall, 123 West 

43rd Street, NY, NY. me topic was "The Black Revolution and the p2 
White Backlash". It was stated that the purpose of this meeting = 
was to establish a new dialogue between white and Negro people. b7D 
JOHN KILLENS remarked that he hated the term "Black Revolution" 


because in a revolution bridges are blown up. The pre. the 

Negro movement is a reyolt and not a revolution. p 

The 6/15/64 issue of the "New York Times" gn page 35 

ported that OSSIE DAVIS, Negro actor, plus J WIN, LOUIS 
JOHN KILIENS, Negro writers and others/ > OSSIE 

. DAVIS calls "a loosely formed aggregation" known as the Assodation 

. of Artists for Freedom. Mr. DAVIS stated "we meet from time to 

time to talk and argue". It grew out of the Birmingham bombings. 

we talk of what we aB artists can do, how we can express the anguish 


for the moral situation we find in this country, but not as civil 
rights pleaders". 


On 1/4/65, — A that a symposium entitled, p2 
"Black Mans Burden" sponsored by the "Protest at the Polls" group 


was held at the Palmer House Hotel, Chicago, Illinois, on 1/3/65. b7D 
It was attended by 52 people and lasted from 7:00 p.m. until 
midnight. JOHN O. KILLENS, an author from NY, who was the main 
speaker, gave a speech on Negro history from Africa to the present 
day. KILLENS stated that the Harlem riots were very healthy, 

that the only thing wrong was that they were not sustained. He 
stated that the black people in the world will not be free until 

the American Negro is free. (CG 170-12-26). 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of Source File No. Where Located 
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100-102397-131 
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100-107383-68 
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INFORMANTS CONTINUED 


Identity of Source File No. Where Located 
100-107383-68 


b2 
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ls C] Subject/s name is being recommended for inclusion in Section L 1 Aor CJ] B 


2 sl 
.3. [x] 


10. O 


11. [x] 


of the Reserve Index. 
Subjects name is included in Section [x) A or LL] B of the Reserve Index. 
The data appearing on the Reserve Index Card are current. 


Changes on the Section A Reserve Index Card are necessary and Form FD-122a 
has been submitted to the Bureau. 


À suitable photograph [xl is LL] sas not available. 


Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed and T symbols 
were utilized only in those instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 


Subject is employed in a key facility and . 18 charged with 
security responsibility. Interested agencies are 


This report is classified "Confidential" because (state reason) 
ins information furnished by a 1 
and by investigative techniques 
e unauthorized disclosure of which m cause e 
nformants identities to become known and thus hinder the 
national defense. 


Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

of his profession as a writer and lecturer it is likely 

that the Bureau would be embarrassed by an attempted interview 
with him. 


This case no longer meets the Section A Reserve Index criteria and a letter has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation of the Section A Reserve 
Index card. 


This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the Reserve Index criteria and it 
continues to fall within such criteria because (state reas 


of his connection with the SWP, hece "fne Militant" 
and the "National Guardian", coupled with the fact that 
he is a writer and public speaker. (NYrep, 3/5/64). 
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Report of 

Date. 
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Character: 


Synopsis: 


UN. TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .,JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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DIC Office: New York, New York 


100-102397 Bureau File X: 105-37 137 


JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


As of February, 1965, subject was residing &t 1392 


Union Street, Brooklyn, NY, and was e as a writer 
and public speaker Y As 


from his residence of October, i 
subject was known t and in August, 1964, b7C 
subject was a speaker at a pane scussion sponsored by the 


Organization of Afro-American Unity. , — 


DETAILS 


uo a 


I. BACKGROUND 


Residence and Employment 


On February 15, 1965, it was determined by means 


of a pretext S à Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 


Investigation 


FBI) that at that time the subject was residing 


at 1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York, and was self-employed 
as a writer and public speaker from his residence. 


ee ee „ 


* * * & a Ra 
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a 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 
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II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 
Communist Part CP) Sympathies 


On September 22, 1964, [___aavisea that on 
September 21, 1964, at a conference in the office of the b7D 
Progressive Labor Movement (see appendix) it was decided to 
make a movie on the poor conditions in Harlem. According to 
the informant, JOHN KILLENS was to write the script for the 
film. 


CP Associates 


On October 31, dvised that at that time 52 
JOHN KILLENS was known t SY] ] 


On May 3, op. lanes that pons 
an unknown group O CP held a TUS 
meeting in Room 11K, Adelphi Hall, 


74 5th Avenue, New York, New York, 
on that date. 


On the evening of May 3, 1957, several 
unknown individuals were observed by a 
Special Agent of the FBI to enter and 
leave Room 11K, Adelphi Hall, 74 5th 
Avenue, New York, New York, between 
8:00 p.m. and 12 midnight. 


Subsequently on February 18, 2858, b2 
identified a photograph of one of e 

individuals seen to enter Room 11K on the 37D 
evening of May 3., 1957, Adelphi. Hall, 


D 2n — New York, New York, as being b7C 


Miscellaneous Activities 


On July 5, 1964,[__] furnt shed information to the 
effect that at that time he learned that JOHN KILLENS wanted b2 
to help the Organization of Afro-American Unity (see appendix). 


On September 18, D ERE that on 
August 9, 1964, JOHN O. KILLENS, author, was the third speaker 

at a panel discussion sponsored by the Organization of Afro- 
American Unity which was held at the Audubon Ballroom, 166 th Street 


and Broadway, New York, New York. 


a to 
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On November 19, 1964, advised that on 
November 10, 1964, JOHN O. KILLENS attended a birthday 


party given by "Dialogue Magazine". This party, a fund 
raising affair, was held at the Belmont Plaza Hotel. 


A characterization of "American Dialog” Eum 
Also Known As is contained in the appendix "e 
attached hereto. 


On January 19, „„ that on January 
16, 1965, JOHN KILLENS was present at the funeral services 

for which took place at the Church of the 
Masters, l2?n treet and Mornings Avenue, New York, New York. 


On April 21, 1959, 
a member of the CP from 1 


= - - 
and from September until September, bos 
1962, advised that had | 
left the CP prior to its lOth National 
Convention in February, 1957. 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 


The "New York Times" newspaper dated March 29, 1964, 
contained an article entitled, "Negro Novelist Warns Whites on 
Racial Struggle". mis article contained in part the following: 


"The white man's failure to comprehend the powerful 
emotions under which Negroes are laboring is responsible for an 
explosive danger in the racial sbryggle, according to a Negro 
novelist. 


"the writer, John Oliver Killens, said in a recent 
interview that it would become necessary soon for Negro writers, 
artists and intellectuals to explain to their white colleagues 
the truth about the Negro mood. 


"Me. Killens is considered by white literary critics 
a powerful new force in American letters. He is head of the 
Harlem Writers Workshop, which has been responsible for the 
publication of six or seven novels, three plays and one motion 
picture in its 12 years of existence. 


"None of the writers, including Mr. Killens, had been 
published before the founding of the workshop. 
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"Mr. Killen's two novels - 'Youngblood! and And 
Then We Heard the Thunder! - moved him into prominence on the 
American literary scene. His screenplay 'Odds Against Tomorrow!, 
directed and produced by Robert Wise in 1959, with Harry Belafonte 
in the lead, was described by Bosley Crowther, The New York Times 
movie critic, as having ‘an artistic caliber that is rarely 
achieved on the screen. 


"Mr. Killens was born in Macon, da., in 1916 and arrived 
in New York City for the first time at the age of 17. He attended 
Edward Waters College, Morris Brown College, Howard University, 
the Terrell Law School, Columbia and New York Universities. He 
served on the staff of the National Labor Relations Board in 
Washington from 1936 to 1942 and again in 1946 after his return 
from the armed forces, 


"The novelist, Mrs. Killens, and their two daughters 
live in Brooklyn where they are hosts to the Harlem Writers 
workshop on Monday evenings." 
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l. APPENDIX 


"AMERICAN DIALOG", "AMERICAN 
DIALOGUE", "DIALOGUE" 


A confidential source advised during June, 1964, 
that JOSEPH FELSHIN advised former subscribers to the 
magazine "Mainstream" that "Mainstream" had ceased publi- 
cation with its August, 1963, issue and had been replaced 
by a new bimonthly publication entitled "American Dialogue" 
with JOSEPH NORTH as editor. 


It 18 to be noted that the July-August, 1964, 
issue of "American Dialog", Volume 1, Number 1, lists 
JOSEPH NORTH as editor. 


A second source advised during December, 1959, 
that on December 13, 1959, JOSEPH FELSHIN attended the 
17th National Convention of the Communist Party, USA 
(CPUSA), held from December 10, through December 13, 
1959, in New York City. 


This second source advised on May 27, 1963, that 
JOSEPH NORTH was present at an enlarged meeting of the 
National Executive Committee of the CPUSA held in New York 
City on May 23, 1963. 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, Washing- 
ton, D.C., contains the following concerning "Mainstream": 


"Mainstream* 


"1. The Communist Party 1s regularly 
putting out *** Mainstream -- 
monthly cultural and literary organ 
published in New York.' 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Annual Report for 1958, House Report 
167, March 9, 1959, p. 9.) “ 


* Beginning with the September 1956 issue, the 
name of this publication was changed from Masses and 
Mainstream to Mainstream. 
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ds APPENDIX 


ORGANIZATION OF AFRO-AMERICAN UNITY (OAAU) 


On June 28, 1964, MALCOLM X LITTLE, founder and 
leader of the Muslim Mosque, Incorporated (MMI), publicly 
announced the formation of a new, all Negro, militant civil 
rights action group to be known as the Organization of Afro- 
American Unity (OAAU), with himself as Cheirman. This 
announcement was made at a public rally held by the MMI 


in the Audubon Ballroom, Broadway and 166th Street, New 
York City. 


A printed and published statement of basic OAAU 
aims read by MALCOLM X at this meeting indicates that it 
shall inciude "all" people of African descent in the 
Western Hemisphere, as well as "our" brothers and sisters 
on the African continent. It is patterned after the "letter 
and spirit" of the Organization of African Unity established 
(by 1 heads of States) at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 
May, 1903. 


A recording of the remarks of MALCOLM X at this 
meeting indicates that the aim of the OAAU is to eliminate 
differences between Negroes so they can work together for 
"human rights," while the initial objective is to 
"internationalize" the American civil rights movement by 
taking it to the United Nations. LITTLE condemned the non- 
violent civil rights movement and claims that Negroes should 
be taught to protect themselves, when and 1f necessary. 

The OAAU will sponsor a program for Negroes of education, 
politics, culture, economics and social reform. 


On August 19, 1964, a confidential source advised 
that the headquarters of the OAAU are located in MMI head- 
quarters, Suite 128, Hotel Theresa, 2090 7th Avenue, New York 
City. 
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1. APPENDIX 


PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY, 
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT, 
"PROGRESSIVE LABOR" 


A source advised on July 2, 1962, that Progressive 
Labor groups held a conference in New York City on July 1, 
1962, where MILTON ROSEN acted as chairman. He read a 
Statement at this conference setting forth their intention 
to form a new Marxist-Leninist party in the United States. 
ROSEN stated that a more formal organization was necessary, 
one which would provide a frame-work for all who wanted to 
join in a united effort to build an American vanguard. The 
forces of this new organization are to consolidate all 
existing forces around Progressive Labor and organize 
additional forces; expand and improve political “ctivities; 
win additional forces to an outlook of Marxisn-'-niínism and 
increase the open advocacy of socialism; dee io a significant 
Marxist-Leninist program for the new party; :nd organize a 
collective organization of leaders and iembers, 


"The Vovker," an Eest Cras. Commmist 
newspap:r, ISM. e of Canes y 7, 1962, 

Page Ten, Column Thre, reported the 
expulsion of WILT, ROSEN, ferner Labor 
Secrevary of tie new York Stace Communist 
Party, trom the Communist Party, United 
States of America. 


A second and third source advised in February, 1963, 
that this new Marxist-Leninist party had not yet been organized 
on a formal basis, but that Fregeeseive Labor groups had been 
formed in several localities in line with the proposals of 
MILTON ROSEN. The sources advised as of February, 1963, 
that the leaders of tnis grcup were referring to it as 
the Progressive Labor Movement, 


A fourth source advised on March 15, 1964, that 
the Progressive Labor Movement follows, supports, and is 
politically orientated toward the Communist Party line of 
Red China rather than that of the Soviet Union. 


A fifth source advised on March 28, 1964, that at 


& Progressive Labor Movement meeting held in New York City 
on that date, it was announced that the Progressive Labor 
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Lm APPENDIX 


PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT, 
"PROGRESSIVE LABOR" 


Movement would try to hold a national convention in New 
York City in September, 1964, to organize the Progressive 
Labor Movement on a more formal basis into a Progressive 
Labor Party. 


The fifth source also advised that the Progressive 
Labor Movement publishes a monthly magazine called, 
"Progressive Labor" and also a quarterly theoretical 
publication called the "Marxist-Leninist 5 
The source also advised that starting June 1, 1964, the 
Progressive Labor Movement would start publishing a 
weekly newspaper in New York City. 


The March, 1964, issue of "Progressive Labor" 
sets forth that it is published monthly en the Progressive 
808, Brooklyn 1, 


Labor Company, General Post Office Box 
New York. 


ET. m 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
C. 2, 1905 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Buile 1053-37137 
weilile 100-4102397 


Title John Oliver Killens 


Character Security Matter - C 


s made to the report of Special ae 
— t datea and captioned as above 9 7 
at New York. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 
b2 


.. E a position 
to furnisb reliable information. b7D 


It 1s the property 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI 
ibuted outside 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be distr 
your agency 


OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSA IPMR (41 GFR} 101-11 6 a 


UNITED STATES GO" NMENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37 137) DATE: 9/9/65 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) (-P-) 


i — | E 
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JOHN OLIVER KILLENS "0j 
SM-C 
Im (00:NY) n d 


Relet from Legal Attacne, Bonn, to the Bureau, 
dated 7/13/65, under caption, "Freedomways Associates, 
| Inc., IS-C", wherein one "JOHN KILLENS" was identified as 
having attended a writers conference in East Germany a 
few weeks prior to 6/10/65. 


on 9/8/65, sa Joontactied an € 
„Individual at SL 6-9270 Who idenviried herself as GRACE W, n 


KILLENS of 1392 Union St., Brooklyn, NY. It is noted 
that this telephone number is an unpublished telephone 


number and this contact was made under the pretext of b7gE 
pl uu 


Mrs. KILLENS advised that her husband, during 
the period February through June, 1965, was à professor 
at Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, and intends 
to return to the University as a professor of Creative 
Writing in about a week or two for a tenure of about 
one year. Subject's spouse stated subject would continue 
his permanent residence at 1392 Union St., Brooklyn, NY, 
and she, at tne present time, does not plan to temporarily 
relocate with him to Nashville. 
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It is noted that subject is included in Section A 
of the Reserve Index. 


Subject is deseribedas follows: 


Sex: Male 
Race: Negro 
Date of Birth: 1/14/16 
Height: 5'9' 
Weight: 140 
Build: Medium 
Hair: Black 
Eyes: Brown 
Complexion: Dark 


WFO is requested to check records of the Pass- 


Von Division for any pertinent information relative to 
u 


bject's intention to travel abroad. Any information 
thus obtained should be furnished in a form suitable for 
dissemination. 


Memphis is requested to attempt to verify subject's 
current and past employment as a professor at Fisk University, 
ad will endeavor to account for subject's whereabouts there, 
if possible, during the alleged period when "JOHN KILLENS* 
was supposed to be attending the writers conference in East 
Germany, viz. a few weeks prior to 6/10/65. 


The NYO will hold in abeyance submission of a 
travel memo pending results of coverage of the aforementioned 
leads. 


For the assistance of the Memphis Division, a 
photograph is enclosed which may be retained or destroyed. 
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a FBI (105-37137) DATE: OCT 14 1965 
F SAC, WFO (105-11703) (RUC) 
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SUBJECT. JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SM - C 
(CO: NT) 


ReNYlet dated %/%65. 


inclosea for the Bureau and New York are 14 and two 
copies, respectively, of an LHM with the results of the review 


of the files of tI : i United States Department b7C 
of State, by IC N 


Copies were made of the photo appearing on the „* 


application for passport and will be forwarded to New York by 
R/S when processed. 
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UN ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF. ITICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Is Ry, Pe Refer to N Washington, D.C, 20535 


OCT 14 1965 


JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 


Ihe files of the Passport Office, United States 
Department of State (USDS), reviewed by a representative of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation on October 1, 1965, con- 
tained the following information: 


Passport B-299032 was issued to John Oliver Killens 
on April 24, 1961, for proposed two months travel to England, 
Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, and Liberia for the purpose of 
research. In his application for passport, dated April 21, 
1961, at New York, New York, he stated that he intended to 
depart on May 15, 1961, via air. This passport was valid for 
three years travel to all countries except Albania, Cuba, 
and those portions of China, Korea, and Viet-Nam under 
communist control. 


Killens stated that he was born on January 14, 1916, 
at Macon, Georgia. He gave his permanent residence as 1392 
Union Street,, Brooklyn, New York. He listed his father as 
Charles up Sr., born in Macon, Georgia, and his 
mother as Willie Lee Coleman, born in Macon, Georgia. He 
stated t he was last married on June 19, 1943, to Grace 
War IDE was born on June 25, 1920, at Brooklyn, 
New York. MOTE vt Pl 


By letter dated July 15, 1963,Killens requested the 
Passport Office, USDS, to validate his passport for travel to 
Cuba, stating that he was one of twenty writers invited to 
Cuba to the 26th of July Celebration. He stated that if his 
passport was validated for travel to Cuba, he would leave on 
July 23, 1963, and return on or before August 6, 1963. Sub- 
sequently his passport was validated for one round trip to 
Cuba, not to extend iri nsa i I953. 
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JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 


Passport B-299032 was renewed on or about May 6, 1965, 
at New York, New York, at which time he expected to depart from 
New York City via Pan American Airways on May 14, 1965, for a 
two weeks' trip to Germany, England, and France for the purpose 
of "to attend writer's congress". 


The following description appeared in his file: 


Height: 5 feet 8 inches 
Hair: Black and Gray 
Eyes: Brown 
Occupation: Novelist 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 

the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES GO NMENT . & 
* Memorandum 
TO Director, FBI (105-37137) DATE: 10/27/65 
FROM oven, Memphis (100-4234) (RUC) 
/ - 
SUBJECT: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS; 
SM. C 
NEW YORK 00 - 


Reurlet dated 9/9/65. 


iry at Nashville, Tenn., was conducted 
by S on dates indicated: 


on 9/30/65[.______ risk University, 
advised that JOHN O. KILLENS had been designated as writer-in- 
residence at Fisk and has served in this capacity for over a year. 
He came to Fisk from New York andhis work consists primarily of 


talking with students who aspire to be writers. does 

not know KILLENS personally. He knows that KILLENS has written 
several novels. — stated that he knew nothing concerning 
= KILLENS' activities, past affiliations or activity. D 
a 


On 10/22/65 — | 
University, advised his records reflect that JOHN G. K NS was » 


designated author-in-residence at Fisk in February, 1965, and he I r 
served in this capacity until 5/30/65. He was redesignated in this À 
capacity in September, 1965, for the school year of 1965 - 1966. 

He resides in Burrows Apartments Apartment 25, Fisk Universit | 
Campus, which is located at 16th and Meharry Blvd. F 
stated that he knows very little concerning KILLENS except that he 


/ 


counsels with aspiring artists and knows nothing concerning his 
ast, organizational affiliations or political beliefs. 
2 that he knew of no travel on the part o 
ut stated that he believed that he left the Fisk Campus on S S0 ds 
and probably the Nashville area. 
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On r coa Records Division, 
Nashville - Davidson County Metro tan Police Department, advised 


that she could locate no record in her files identifiable with 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS, 


b7C 
For information and for assistance of New York in this 
matter, S recalls reviewing a subversive publication 
sometime during e early part of the Summer of 5 which dealt 
with the Writers Conference in East Germany. 8 recalls 


several photographs in this publication and believes that one 

of these photographs depicted JOHN O, KILLENS and so identified 
him. The name of this publication is not recalled, although it is 
believed to be "The Liberator" or possibly"The Worker" or "Daily 
Peoples World," exact copy not recalled. 


SAC, New York (100-102397) 11/3/65 
REC 30 : 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS TL 
SECURITY MATTER - C ge m 
"IL 


ReMElet 10/27/55. 


For your information, Bureau files show that a 
photo of John Killens, which is referred to in referenced 
letter, is contained on page 8 of the 6/6/65, edition of 
"The Worker." In addition, an article concerning a group of 
writers who gathered at Weimer, German-Democratic Republic, 
during May, 1965, is set out on page 7 of the Saturday, 
6/19/65, edition of “People's World." That article sets 
out the name of John 0. Zillens as one of the individuals 
who attended the conference. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum » 
\ 
TO Jj Director, FBI (Bufile - 105-371 3T Y ) DATE 11/9/65 


2 sac, NEW YORK (100-10 2397 


‘ ON 
SUBJECT JOHN OLIVER KILLENS . p a 
SM-C i 
/ (00: NEW YORK) 
{1 
Re 
lt is recommended that a “Section A” [x] The “Section A” Reserve Index 
Reserve Index Card be prepared on Card on the captioned individual 
the above-captioned individual should be changed as follows 
(specify change only) 
Name 
Aliases 


C] Native Born [.] Naturalized Alien 


[Communist C] Socialist Workers Party 


Miscellaneous (specify) 


Date of birth Place of birth Race Sex 
! C] Male 
C] Female 


j Business Address (show name of employmg concem and address) 


Author, &A-Residence 


Nashville; Term. 
Key Facility Data 


Geographical Reference Number Responsibility 


Interested Agencies 0 d 2 J l 3 ] d 


Residence Address 


Add: Temporary redemit Burrows Apts. 7 NUV 19 805 
. Apt. 25, Fisk University Campus ON 
e . 16th & Meharry Blvd., Nashville, penn. — 
i , A 
Bure au ae f „„ 
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Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37137) DATE: 11/17/65 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) -¢- 
i r "n D 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS r 
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Re Memphis letter to the Bureau, 10/27/65, and WFO 


letter to the Bureau, 10/14/65. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of a LHM 


ae 5 subject's reported travel abroad during the Summer 
of 1905. 


Y 
i 


The LHM has been stamped "Confidential" inasmuch as 


it contains information furnished by confidential sources 
identified hereinafter, the unauthorized disclosure of which 
might tend to compromise these sources who are of continuing 
value, to the detriment of tne National Defense. 


\ 
v 


An FD 122-A, reflecting subject's temporary residence 
at Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, has been submitted. 
It 1s noted that NY letter to the Bureau, dated 9/9/65, under 
above caption, revealed that subject's spouse noted that 
subject would continue his permanent residence in Brooklyn, 
therefore, UACB, NY will retain origin in this case. 


For the information of the Memphis Office, the 


following is noted: 


National CP Headquarters in January, 1951, 


Subject's name appeared on a 1949 CP nominating petition. 
JAMES JACKSON left a message for subject to contact him at 


Subject admitted in 


1942, membership with Washington Committee for Democratic action, 
and admitted being a delegate to the American Youth Congress 

prior to 1942. Subject's book, "young Blood", was reviewed by 
the "Daily worker" in April, 1956, He was elected a member-at- 
large on the staff of the Broaklyn NAACP in December, 1955. 
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A source, in October, 1957, advised subject, in 1952, was active 
in the Executive Board of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Section of the 
Kings County CP,and that source believed subject, as of 

October, 1957, was still a CP member because of his contacts with 
known CP members. Subject, in 1963, spake at the Militant 

Labor Forum sponsored by the Socialist workers Party at NY, 

and his name and address was contained on a mailing list of the 
Fair Play For Cuba Committee in 1963. His name was also 
contained on an SWP calendar of coming events in 1963. 


The confidential sources referred to in the LHM are 
identified as follows: 


d b2 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


K JO STATES DEPARTMENT K 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 

Jt 17 42233 
Bufile 105-37137 “ TS 
NYfile 100-102397 - 


John Oliver Killens _ 
Security Matter - C 


The June 6, 1965 edition of "The worker", on page 
eight, contains a photograph of subject, described as a Negro- 
American Novelist, who is pictured observing two other 
individuals, described as former Buchenwald Concentration 
Camp inmates, greeting each other at a Weimar, German Democratic 
Republic Convention of writers from 52 countries. 


The article, beginning on page seven in that issue, 
described the gathering as a commemoration of the 20th 
anniversary of liberation from Hitler facism and the 30th 
anniversary of the Paris Writers! Congress. According to the 
article, the meetings began in Berlin, on May 14, 1965 and 
ended in Weimar, on May 19, 1965. 


It is further noted that an article concerning a 
group of writers who gathered at Weimar, Germar - Democratic 
Republic, during May 1965, is set out on page seven of the 
Saturday, June 19, 1965 edition of Peoples World". ‘That 
article sezo cut the name of John Olivep/Killens as one of 
the individuals who nee the conference. 

Ri > 

It is noted that "The Worker" is an East 

Coast Communist newspaper, and "People's 

World" is a West Coast Communist newspaper. 


The subject maintains his permanent residence with 
his wife, Grace ward Jones/7Killens, at 1392 Union Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, and is an author-in-residence at Fisk 
University, Nashville, Tennessee, for the school year of 
1955-66. He is presently residing temporarily while at Fisk 
University in Burrows Apartments, Apartment 25, Fisk University 
Campus, which is located at lóth and Meharry Boulevard, 


Nashville, Tennessee. 
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John Oliver Killens 


On September 22, 1964, a confidential source, who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, related that 
at a conference in the office of the Progressive Labor Movement, 
on September 21, 1964, It was decided to make a movie on the 
poor conditions in Harlem. According to this confidential source, 
the subject was to write the script of the film. 


For a characterization of the Progressive 
Labor Movement, see the appendix, 


On July 5, 1964, a second confidential source, 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, furnished 
information that at that time he learned that subject wanted 
to help the Organization of Afro-American Unity. 


For a characterization of the Organization 
of Afro-American Unity, see the appendix. 


The subject is described as follows: 


sex Male 
Race Negro 
Date of Birth January 14, 1916 
Height Five feet, nine inches 
weight 140 pounds 
Build Medium 
Hair Black 
Eyes Brown 
Complexion Dark 
ak 
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John Oliver Killens 
t: APPENDIX 


PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP) 
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT (PLM 


A source advised on April 20, 1965, that the PLP, 
formerly known as the PIM, held its first national convention 
April 15-18, 1965, at New York City, to organize the PIM into 
a PLP. The PLP will have as its ultimate objective the estab- 
lishment of a militant working class movement based on Marxism- 
Leninism. 


"The New York Times," City Edition, Tuesday, April 20, 
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary 
socialism" was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the 
name of the PLP. The PLP was described as an outgrowth of the 
PIM. Its officers were identified as MILTON R3SEN, New York, 
President, and WILLIAM EPTON of New York and MORT SCHEER of 
San Francisco, Vice Presidents. ^ 20-member National Committee 
was elected to direct the party until the next convention. 


According to the article, "The Progressive Labor 
Movement was founded in 1962 by Mr. ROSEN and Mr. SCHEER after 
they were expelled from the Communist party of the United States 
for assertedly following the Chinese Communist line." 


The PLP publishes the "Marxist-Leninist Quarterly," a 
theoretical magazine; "Progressive Labor," a monthly magazine; 
"Challenge," a New York City newspaper; and "Spark," a west 
coast newspaper. E 

The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, States 
that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of ilfe- 
where the working men and women own and control their homes, 
factories, the police, courts, and the entire government or 
every level." 


The source advised that the PLP utilizes the address 
of General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, New York, but also 


utiliges an office in Room 622, 132 Nassau Street, New York 
City, where PLP publications are-prepared. 
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John Oliver Killens 
ds APPENDIX 


ORGANIZATION OF AFRO-AMERICAN 


UNITY, INCORPORATED (OAAU) 


On June 28, 196h, MALCOLM X LITTLE, founder and 
leader of the Muslim Mosque, Incorporated (MMI), publicly 
announced the formation of & new, all Negro, militant 
civil rights action group to be known as the Organization 
of Afro-American Unity (OAAU), with himself as Chairman. 
This announcement was made at a public rally held by tne 
MMI in the Audubonfallroom, Broadway and 166th Street, 
New York City. 


A printed and published statement of basic 
OAAU aims read by MALCOLM X at this meeting indicates 
that it shall include "all" people of African descent 
in the Western Hemisphere, as well as "our" brothers 
and sisters on the African continent. It is patterned 
after the "letter and spirit" of the Organization of 
African Unity established (by African heads of States) 
at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in May, 1963. 


A recording of the remarks of MALCOLM X at 
this meeting indicates that the aim of the MAU is to 
eliminate differences between Negroes so they can work 
together for "human rights," while the initial objective 
is to "internationalize" the American civil rights move- 
ment by taking it to the United Nations. LITTLE condemned 
the non-violent civil rights movement and claims that 
Negroes should be taught to protect themselves, when 
and if necessary. The OAAU will sponsor a program for 
Negroes of education, polities, culture, economics, and 
social reform. 


On May 17, 1965, a confidential source advised 
that the headquarters of the OAAU are located in MMI head- 
quarters, Suite 128, Hotel Theresa, 2090 7th Avenue, 

New York City. 


MALCOLM X was assasslnated on February 21, 1965, 
while addressing an OAAU rally &t the Audubon Ballroom, 
New York City. 
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2 APPENDIX 


ORGANIZATION OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
UNITY, INCORPORATED (OAAU) 


On April 13, 1965, & second confidential source 
advised that on March 26, 1965, the OAAU filed a Certificate 
of Incorporation with the Department of State, State of 

New York, Albany, New York, and henceforth the organiza- 
tion's true name will be Organization of Afro-American 
Unity; Incorporated. 
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JOHN OLIVER KILLENS' name appeared on a 1949 
CP nominating petition. JAMES JACKSON left a message 
for KILLENS to contact him at National CP Headquarters in 
January, 1951. KILLENS admitted in 1942 membership 
with Washington Committee for Democratic Action and 
admitted being a delegate to the American Youth 
Congress prior to 1942,  KILLENS' book, "Young Blood", was 
reviewed by the "Daily Worker" in April, 1956. He was elected a 
member-at-large on the staff of the Brooklyn NAACP in December, 
1955. A source, in October, 1957, advised KILLENS, in 1952, was 
active in the Executive Board of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Section 
of the Kings County CP, and that source believed KILLENS, as of 
October, 1957, was still a CP-member because of his contacts with 
known CP members, KILLENS, in 1963, spoke at the Militant Labor 
Forum sponsored by the Soclalist Workers Party at NY, and his 
name and address was contained ón a mailing list of the Fair 
Play For Cuba Committee in 1963, His name was also contained 
on an SWP calendar of coming events in 1963. 
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On December 7, 196 
was contacted by SA 


NS, subject's 
at her residence, i 
text 7 


spouse, 
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Mrs. KILLENS confirmed her husband's continued 
position as author-in-residence at Fisk University, Nashville, 
Bn. Tennessee, and temporary residence in Apartment 25, Burrows 
. Apartments, Fisk University Campus, 16th and Meharry Blvd., 


E Nashville, Tennessee, 


She advised that subject plans to spend some time 
with her at their permanent residence, 1392 Unlon Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, over the Christmas - New Years holidays, 
following which he will again return to Nashville, Tennessee, 
^ In a lengthy conversation with Mrs. KILLENS, it was intimated 

that CORE would be interested, particularly, in a speaker who 
might recently have been to Russia. To this, Mrs. KILLENS 
responded that possiblg CORE would not be interested in 
i utilizing subject's services as neither she nor subject had 
been in the recent past, nor do they plan in the immediate 


future to visit the Soviet Union, 
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It is noted that subject is included in Section A 
of the fese den Index. A review of his New York case file 
reflects n pertinent, reportable information, Accordingly, 
no further Scion will be taken in this case at this time, 
and New York is returning this case to a closed status. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, Now York 


In Reply, Please Refer to July 23, 1968 
Fie No. BUPILES 105437137 


100-1,06272 SEQGMal - 


NYFILES 100-102397 
100-102803 
John Oliver Killens 
Grace Killens 
Security Matter~C 


All confidential sources mentioned in this 
memorandum are individuals who have furnished reliable 
information in the paste 


I. BACKGROUND 


John Oliver Killens, born January 11,1916, 
Macon, Georgia and married Grace Ward Jones on June 19, 
1943 at Brooklyn, New York. He resides at 1392 Union 
Street, Brooklyn, New York and is author-inerosidenoe 
at Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, He has a 
temporary residenee in Apartment 25, Burrows Apartments, 
Fisk University Campus, 16th and Meharry Boulevard, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 


Grace Killens was born on June 25, 1919, 
Brooklyn, New York and resides at 1392 Union Street, 
Brooklyn, New Yorke 


II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST P 


X 
(CP) MOVEMENT 0 2 E ri [- 
John Oliver Killens CLASSIA 2 L——— 


iver Killens DECLASSIFY O 


Killens was interviewed under oath by Special 
Agent (SA) R.F. RYAN on February 26, 1942 and stated 
bhat he had been a member of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action. He also stated he had been a delegate 
to & conference of the American Youth Congress held in 
1941 and that he had participated in the activities and 
made contributions to the National Negro Congress but 
that he was never an active member of this organization. 
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John Oliver Killens 
Grace Killens 


The Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action, the American 
Youth Congress and the National 
Negro Congress have been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


The confidential source advised on June 24, 1963, 
that John Killens was the speaker at the Militant Labor 
Forum held June 21, 1963, at 116 University Place, New 
York. 


A second confidential source advised 
on September 19, 1963, that the 
Militant Labor Forum was sponsored 
by tne Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP). 


The SWP has been Dele pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 


The June 6, 1965 edition of "The Worker" on 
page 8, contains a photograph of the subject, described 
as a Negro American novelist, who is pictured observing 
two other individuals, described as former Buchenwald 
Concentration Camp inmates, greeting each other at a 
Weimar German Democratic Republic Convention of writers 
from 52 countries. 


The article on page 7 of that issue described 
the gathering as a Commemoration of tne 20th Anniversary 
of Liberation from Hitler Fascism and the 30th Anniversary 
of the Paris Writers Congress. According to the article, 
the meeting began in Berlin on May 14, 1965, and ended 
in Weimar on May 19, 1965. 


John Oliver Killens 
Grace Killens 


"The Worker" was an east coast 
Communist newspaper that suspended 
publication. 


The June 19, 1965 edition of "People's world" 
on page 7, contained an article concerning a group of 
writers who gathered at the Weimar German Democratic 
Republic during May, 1965. The article states that John 
Oliver Killens was one of the individuals who attended 
the conference. 


"People's World" is a west coast 
Communist newspaper. 


A third confidential source advised on November 
18, 1965 that Killens was requested to contribute an 
article to the spring, 1966 issue of "Preedomways" 
magazine. 


A characterization of Freedomways 
Associates, Incorporated, publishers 

of "Freedomways" appears in the appendix 
section attached hereto. 


Grace Killens 


A fourth confidential source on January 6, 
1954, advised that the subject was employed by the 
Amtorg Trading Corporation h 1942. 


A characterization of the Amtorg 
Trading Corporation appears in the 
appendix section attached hereto. 


A fifth confidential source advised in the 


spring of 1949 that subject was employed at the Bulgarian 
Legation, Washington, D.C., in March, 1948. 
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III. TRAVEL DATA 


b1 


IV. MISCELLANEOUS 


The following is a description of Grace Killens: 


Name 


sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Age 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 


Grace Killens also known as 
Grace Ward Jones 
Mrs. John Oliver Killens 
Female 
Negro 
June 25, 1919 
eae New York 
9 


Five feet, two inches 
125 

Medium 

Black 

Brown 


The following description is of John Oliver 


Name 
Sex 
Race 
Date of Birth 


John Oliver Killens 
Male 

Negro 

January 14, 1916 


John Oliver Killens 
Grace Killens 


Place of Birth 
Age 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 
Complexion 


Macon, Georgia 

52 

Five feet, nine inches 
140 

Medium 

Black 

Brown 

Dark 


pee 
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APPENDIX 


um 
"AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION" 


AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION, according to records 
of the New York County Clerk, is a New York corporation 
formed in 1924 It has acted since then as a buying and 
selling agency in the United States for most of the foreign 
trade organizations of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
Since 1949, ıt has been registered with the United States 
Department of Justice pursuant to the provisions of the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended. 
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Grace Killens APPENDIX 
1. 


FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES, INC. 


The records of the New York State Secretary 
of State, Albany, New York, show that the Certificate 
of Incorporation of Preedomuays Associates, Inc., was 
filed on March 2, 1961. 


On May 24, 1961, a source advised that a report 
was given on "Freedomways" at a meeting of the National 
Board, Communist Party, USA (CP, USA), held on May 24, 1961. 
It was stated that the central purpose of "Freedomways" is 
to develop a theory and positive criticism of currents in the 
Negro Movement, as well as to raise the level of 
understanding and discussion taking place in Negro life 
today and to project a socialist and pro-Soviet orientation. 


On May 25, 1961, a second source advised that 
"Freedomways" was set up for the CP, USA by JAMES JACKSON. 


The First Quarter, 1967, issue of "Freedomways", 
self-described as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedom 
Movement" published by Freedomways Associates, Incorporated, 
799 Broadway, New York City, lists the following as its 
editorial staff: 


JOHN HENRIK CLARKE, Associate Editor 
ESTHER JACKSON, Managing Editor 

J. H. O'DELL, Associate Managing Editor 
JOHN L. DEVINE, Art Editor 


A third source made available information on 
July 1, 1964, indicating that JOHN HENRIK CLARKE attended 
the first and founding meeting of the American Institute for 
Marxist Studies (AIMS) which was held on December 19, 1963, 
and continued on January 10, 1964. 


This source also made available information on 
August 14, 1964, indicating that CLARKE is an "Associate" of AI! 


On March 18, 1966, the second source advised that 
JAMES JACKSON, accompanied by his wife, ESTHER JACKSON, was 
scheduled to depart on March 25, 1966, from the United States 
en route to Moscow to attend the 23rd Congress of the CP of the 
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FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES, INC. (CONTINUED) 


Soviet Union. This source describec JAMES JACKSON as a 
member of the National Committee, CP, USA. 


On July 26, 1966, a fourth source identified 
O'DELL as a member of the CP. 


On January 30, 1961, SYLVIA M. BRENER DEVI!UE, 
415 South 50th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, advised 
that her former husband, JACK DEVISE, mentioned on 
December 17, 1960, that he was still in the CP and that the 
CP is his whole life. 


On July 24, 1963, a fifth source described 
JOHN DEVINE as a CP member. 


A characterization of AIMS is set 
out separately. 
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Seminar on Black Culture 


Jahn O. Killens Is Directing 


- Debrainwash’ Attempt 


By EARL CALDWELL i 
A graduate seminar in black’ 
culture and a creative writing’ 
‘workshop in the black experi- 
fence has begun at Columbia 
Universi nder the direction 
‘of John ilens, the author 
* Mr Killens is one of the 
"Negro writers whose present 
task, he said, 1s to “debrain- 
wash" black people 
“We have to undo the mil- 
hons of little white lies that 
America told itself and the 
world about the American 
black man," the 52-year-old 
novelist said in an interview 
last week 
„ Mr Killens holds that it is 
up to the black writer to inter- 
pret the so-called black revolu 
tion, dramatize it and point it 
in a certain direction 
But he maintained that the 
revolution itself had not yet 
pegun Instead. he argued, 
Negroes have been deceived 
into believing that they are 
going through the revolution 
No Longer a ‘Dirty Word’ 
“Six or seven years ago 
revolution was a dirty word,” 
he said “Then all of a sudden 
gome white guy said that what 
Negroes were into was revolu- 
tion. Then all Negroes started 
running around talking that 
they were into a revolution 
"I think this was a tactic to 
keep Negroes from moving If 
Ho in a revolution you don't 
ave to move toward one 
Discussing his educational 
duties at Columbia, which 1s on 
the fringe of Harlem, Mr Kıl- 
lens said 
“It is encouraging to see 
Columbia finally reach out and 
respond to the community 
around it I hope this kind of 
experience can become an in. 
novation that will reach out to 
colleges and universities 
throughout the country ” 


Assignment at Fisk 


“This is his second academic 
assignment From 1965 until 
1968 he was writer-in-residence 
at Fisk University in Nashville, 
Tenn 
. An advocate of black studies 
programs, Mr Killens said the 
students were "beautiful" but 
"still have illusions" He said 
that basically what the stu- 
dents were now saying Was 
that the universities should 
have some relevance to their 
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r.. 
éoncept" he continued, but 
does not mean that we 


In the 
^en a quiet block in the Crown 
Heights section of Brooklyn, 
Mr. Killens said he had noted 
a change in the work of Negro 


writers 

“Generally speaking.“ he 
said, most black writers have 
decided to move from the, 
realm of social protest to the, 
realm of affirmation and revo-' 
lution” | 

Calls It Healthy 


He called this a "very 
healthy” development What's 
being done now 1s more posi- 
tive,” he explained “It’s not 
just a protest of how bad white 
folks are treating us” 

But Mr Killens added that 
the black writer was still con- 
fronted with many problems 

“The basic one," he said, is 
that he 1s anti-Establishment 
af S s to go to the Estab-| 
isime er his publishing» I 
think the answer to this 1s for 
black people to create some 
publishing houses > 

Mr Killens, who is now 
completing his fourth work of 
fiction, was also critical of 
lwhits-semewers, ote | 

“White critics are totally— 
and I Wean~totally—incapgble 
of criticizing the black writer,” 
hesaid ‘They don’t understand 
Afro-Americanese." 

He said that white critics 


perience to the black experr 
lence" but that "it doesn't 
work " x 
| Mr Killens’s latest book, 
The Cotillion,” is a satire on 
the black bourgeoisie He said, 


lished 

His other works of fiction 
are “Youngblood,” And Then 
We Heard Thunder” and “Sip- 
pi" He also 1s the author of a 
nonfiction work, “Black Man’s 
Burden " 

Mr Killens has also written 
a play, “Lower Tnan Angels,” 
and two screenplays, “Odds 
Against Tomorrow” and “The 
Slaves " “The Slaves,“ which 
stars Ossie Davis and Dionne 
Warwick, will be released in 


abes month. ec, 


Begins at Col 


tend to bring "the white ex- ^ 


that he expected “to lose a 
few friends” when it was pub-| ^ 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) 
Daily News (New York) 
Sunday News (New York) 
New York Post 

The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore? 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 
People’s World 

Examiner (Washington) 
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Date 
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March 6, 1970 


BY LIAISON 
j 
b7C 
is attached : copy oz a Standard Form 86 
o eceived by this Bureau from the Civil 
Service sSion for processing under Executive Order 
10450 (Federal Employee Security Program). 
There are attached single copies of ten investi- (^ ^ 
gative reports and seven memoranda relating to Joby a” 
C2 Killens dd 
These are furnished for your inf 
not constitute a clearance or disapproval o 
for Federal employment. No action is contempiat the 


FBI regarding your employee under the provisions of 
Executive Order 10450 in the absence of a specific request. 
This material is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Upon removal of classified enclosures, this 
document becomes unclassified. 
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It should be noted that KILLENS is identical to 
the subject of this communication, 


The above is being furnished to the Bureau and 
to the New York Office for information. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37137) 
FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) (C) 
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SUBJECT: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS Je 


T eS 


ReNYlet and LHM, , eb WFO letter 4/22/71, and 
Bureau 0-7, 5/5/71. 


Enclosed are five copies of letterhead memorandum 
ee 
91 
The LIM is classified "SECRET - NO FOREIGN 
DISSEMINATION" as directed by WFO. 


NYO files have been reviewed for pertinent information 
since re NYLet and LHM. Several references to him by informants 
indicated his interest in civil rights and Negro history in 
his capacity as author. The information has not been 
included in LHM because of it's non-specific character. 


The available information on subject does not 
indicate his association with any organization that would 
require any additional investigation of him at this time. 
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ra New York, New York 
May 11, 1971 
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John Oliver Killens 
Security Matter - C 
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Killens responded that he would be there and was told 
he would receive an official invitation, 
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John Oliver Killens 


Age 25 
Date and Place of 
Birth January 14, 1916, 
Macon , Georgia 
Race Negro 
Height 519" 
Weight 140 pounds 
Hair Black 
Eyes Brown 
Complexion Dark 
Wife Grace 
Occupation Writer, teacher 
Residence 1392 Union Street, 


Brooklyn, New York 


The 1970 - 1971 directory of the staff of 
Columbia University, New Drk City, lists John O, Killens 
as Adjunct Professor of Writing. 


The "Nashville Tennessean", Nashville, Tennessee, 
February 13, 1971, reported that John Oliver Killens, described 
as author, essayist and critic, of Brooklyn, New York, 
was to be a guest consultant at a Workshop, at Fisk University's 
Institute on Inservice Training in the Teaching of Black 
Literature. 
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JOHN O. M 
EM - RNA 
49 E, 
00: NY) 


TA 24 -u 
ReJNlet and LHM to Bureau, dated 3/20/72 and 
captioned "NEW AFRICAN PRISONER OP WAR FUND; IEGAL DEFENSE 
FOR RNA - 11, EM - RNA, OO:JN'. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM, 
dated and captioned as above. Also, two copies are enclosed 
for Jackson. 


Previous inveg 
coneerning JOHN KILLENS 
numbers as follows: 
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Source utilized in the attached LHM " 
is forme 


Sources contacted with negative results: 


The representative of the FBI who caused the 


T ae f records at Columbia University was 
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A review of NYfile 100-102397 reveals that no 
ation concerning JOHN KILLENS 97 
has come to the attention of 
the G ll since TEN 1971 erous references to KILLEN by 
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informants indicated his interest in civil rights and 

Negro history in his capacity as an author. This information 
has not been included in LHM because of its non-specific 
characteristics. The available information on the subject 
and a canvass of the informants does not indicate his 
association with any organization that would require any 
additional investigation at this time. 


This LIM is classified "Confidential" since it 
contains information furnished from sources, any unauthorized 
disclosure of this information could be prejudicial to the 
defense interests of the US. 
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UNITED STATES DÊPÀRTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 

In Repiy, Please Refer to Huy 55 1972 

File No. Buf 11e 157-24 241 
NYfile 100-102397 


John J. Killens 

Extremist Matters - 
Republic of New Africa (RNA) 
Security Matter - C 


The RNA was founded in Detroit, Michigan, 

in March, 1968. Its purpose is to establish 
an independent black nation within the United 
States, demanding the States of Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana, and Mississippi, and 
$10,000 per black citizen for reparations. 
The RNA, a violence-prone, black extremist, 
separatist organization, is now headquartered 
in New Orleans, Louisiana. 


Reference is made to previous Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) memoranda, dated May 11, 1971 and 
July 23, 1968. 


On December 27, 1971, a source advised that John. 
O. Killens, 1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York (NY), 
issued a check on December 26, 1971 for $100 payable to 
the Republic of New Africa for deposit in the New African 
Prisoner of War Fund in Jackson, Mississippi. 


The 1971-1972 directory of the staff of Columbia 
University, New York City (NYC), lists John O. Killens as 


Adjunct Professor of Writing. 
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Exel d from automatic 

downgrading and 

declassification. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 


of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 


outside your agency. 
705-37137- Jd 
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CORO DERE LAT 


John O, Killens 


On June 22, 1972, a representative of the FBI 
caused a search to be made in the personnel files of the 
Columbia University, NYC, NY, which revealed that John 
Oliver Killens, 1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, NY, is a 
United States (US) citizen and married to Grace Killens. 
Killens was formerly employed by Fisk University, Nashville, 
Tennessee, as & writer in residence from February, 1965 to 
June, 1968. Killens has been employed by Columbia University 
since February 1, 1969 as an Adjunct Professor in the 
School of Arts. 


The following description was obtained from the 


records: 
Name John Oliver Killens 
Sex Male 
Race Negro 
Date of birth January 14, 1916 
Place of birth Macon, Georgia 
Height Five feet nine inches 
Weight 140 pounds 


During April, May and June, 1972 several sources, 
who are familiar with the RNA and other black nationalist 
groups, were contacted in efforts to obtain any information 
concerning Killen's affiliation with the RNA, but at no 
time was any positive information ever developed. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
July 5, 1972 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNoBufile 157-24241 


NYfile 100-102397 


Title John O, Killens 


Extremist Matters - Republic 


Character of New Africa 
Security Matter-C 
Reference is made to New York memorandum, 


dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 
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FROM SAC, NEW YORK 
SUBJECT: BLACK LIBERATION ARMY 
|// EM-URBAN GUERRILLA WARFARE 
, BuFILE 157-10555 
NYFILE 157-7347 y 
JOHN O-KILLENS ,./ 775 
EM-RNA 79g- 37/37! „ “ 
BuFILE 4% - 22 ZU. 


NYFILE 100-102397 


ReNYlet to Acting Director, dated 1/11/73 and 
captioned "BLACK LIBERATION ARMY, EM-URBAN GUERRILLA WARFARE". 


[m  — —h ontained the name JOHN O. b2 
ris 757-9187. / 


— — 


Telephone # 757-9187 is a non- published phone 
subscribed to by GRACE KILLENS, 1392 Union St., Brooklyn, NY. 


i ON 
GRACE METLLENS is the wife of the subject JOHN O. 
X—-KILLENS. is 


JOHN O. KILLENS resides at 1392 Union St., Brooklyn, ` 
NY, and is employed as a professor at Columbia University. j 


It is believed that an attempt to interview the 
subject would be unproductive. Since the subject has been 
fully identified, this case is being placed in closed status. 
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